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PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE BIENNIUM 2010-2011
IN THE field of ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN
	Summary


This document presents the proposed activities that will be implemented by the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) for the biennium 2010-2011 in the field of advancement of women.  The proposed activities have been formulated with reference to subprogramme 6, Advancement of women, of programme 18 of the United Nations strategic framework for the biennium 2010-2011.  The responsibility for implementing the subprogramme lies with ESCWA Centre for Women.

The Committee on Women is invited to discuss the elements of the proposed programme of work and comment on the listed activities, the extent to which they meet the needs and priorities of ESCWA member countries and their relevance to the expected accomplishments of the subprogramme in the field of advancement of women.


SUBPROGRAMME 6: advancement of women
A.  Orientation of subprogramme 6 for the biennium 2010-2011
1.
Responsibility for implementing subprogramme 6 lies with the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Center for Women.  This part of the programme of work has been formulated with reference to subprogramme 6 of programme 18 of the United Nations strategic framework for the period 2010-2011.  The objective of this subprogramme is to reduce gender imbalances and empower women in the ESCWA region in accordance with internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), while paying due attention to regional specificities.
B.  Expected accomplishments and indicators of achievement
	Expected accomplishments
	Indicators of achievement

	(a)
	Enhanced capacity of national mechanisms, especially those in conflict-stricken countries, to be effective agents for mainstreaming gender into national policies, plans and programmes
	(a) (i)
	Increased number of effective measures taken by national mechanisms, with ESCWA assistance, to promote the mainstreaming of gender into national policies, plans and programmes

	
	
	
	

	
	
	    (ii)
	Increased number of incidents where national mechanisms applied ESCWA-developed guidelines on the protection of the rights of women living in conflict-stricken areas



	(b)
	Enhanced capacity of member countries to implement and monitor the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
	(b) (i)
	Increased number of voluntary measures taken by member countries, with ESCWA assistance provided in response to their request, to review and adjust laws in conformity with the Convention


	
	
	    (ii)
	Increased number of national and local media interventions, with ESCWA assistance to promote the need to review and adjust laws in conformity with CEDAW



C.  Strategy
2.
Notwithstanding the progress accomplished by ESCWA member countries towards the advancement of women, both in quantitative and qualitative terms, the economic participation of women and their representation at the economic and political decision-making levels continue to be lower than in other regions of the world. The situation of women has deteriorated in some countries of the region because of armed conflict, civil strife and lack of stability. Building on the experience gained in past bienniums, the subprogramme will concentrate on two main areas, namely: (a) the capacity-building of national mechanisms, especially those in conflict-stricken countries, to be effective agents for change and act as coordinators with policymakers and civil society for promoting gender mainstreaming in national policies, plans and programmes; and (b) the capacity-building of member countries to make further progress in the implementation and monitoring of CEDAW. They will be pursued in accordance with the outcomes of a 2009 regional meeting for the ESCWA region in preparation for the 15-year review of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action.

3.
In respect of the first area, the subprogramme aims to intensify efforts to enhance the institutional capacity of national mechanisms through regular dissemination of new knowledge on gender issues, the provision of advocacy tools and research methodology, and the development of in-house training, knowledge and skills. The subprogramme aims also to provide forums in which national mechanisms in the ESCWA and other regions can actively share knowledge and experiences. In line with that endeavour, due attention will be paid to the national mechanisms in conflict-stricken countries in order to address the special needs of women living in those areas and promote their active participation in decision-making, conflict resolution and peacebuilding.

4.
In respect of the second area, the subprogramme aims to build the capacity of national mechanisms, including members of parliament, the judiciary and civil society institutions, notably the media, to monitor the progress achieved in the implementation of CEDAW. While almost all ESCWA member countries ratified the Convention, reservations on some substantive articles still hinder full implementation. In response to the expressed needs of member countries, the subprogramme aims to enhance the capacity of those stakeholders to address critical issues and take concrete measures in that regard.

5.
The subprogramme shall be active in fostering relationships between Government bodies dealing with the empowerment and advancement of women and civil society organizations through meetings to analyse and discuss the situation of women at the regional level. It will continue to work closely with other United Nations entities and regional organizations, including the United Nations Development Fund for Women, the United Nations Population Fund, the Subregional Resource Facility for Arab States of the United Nations Development Programme, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the International Labour Organization, the League of Arab States, the Arab Women Organization and the Center for Arab Women Training and Research (CAWTAR), in order to consolidate and enhance the impact of development support in the field of advancement of women in the region.

D.  External factors
6.
The subprogramme is expected to achieve its expected accomplishments on the assumption that: 
(a) member countries provide timely response to ESCWA requests for relevant information; (b) the political will exists in ESCWA member countries to promote gender mainstreaming and the empowerment of women; (c) member countries take measures to align their commitments to the outcomes of international conventions and conferences with existing laws, regulations and practices; and (d) the political situation in the region does not further deteriorate.
E.  Outputs

7.
Under subprogramme 6, the following final outputs are expected to be delivered during the biennium 2010-2011:


(a)
Servicing of intergovernmental and expert bodies

(i)
ESCWA



Report of the Committee on Women on its fourth session (2010, expected accomplishment (a)).


(ii)
Committee on Women



a.
Substantive servicing of the meetings of the fifth session of the Committee on Women (2011, expected accomplishment (a));




b.
Report on the progress achieved in implementing CEDAW in ESCWA member countries; and a report on a thematic key development issue concerning the advancement of women in the Arab region (2011, expected accomplishment (b)).


(iii)
Ad hoc expert groups



a.
Mainstreaming gender in the plans and programmes of the ministries of labour and finance in selected ESCWA member countries (2011, expected accomplishment (a));



b.
Progress in achieving the MDGs in ESCWA member countries: A gender perspective (2010, expected accomplishment (a));




c.
Peer review of the study on the status of Arab women: towards equal participation of women at all levels of decision-making (ESCWA, the League of Arab States and the Arab Women Organization, 2011, expected accomplishment (b));



d.
Media campaigns for gender equality and the empowerment of women in selected media institutions in ESCWA member countries (2010, expected accomplishment (b)).


(b)
Other substantive activities (regular budget)

(i)
Mandated recurrent publications



a.
Status of Arab women: towards equal participation of women at all levels of decision-making (ESCWA, the League of Arab States and the Arab Women Organization, 2011, expected accomplishment (b));




b.
Women and Development series: Good practice and success stories in implementing CEDAW in selected Arab countries (in coordination with the Economic Commission for Africa, 2011, expected accomplishment (b)).


(ii)
Mandated non-recurrent publications



a.
Progress in achieving the MDGs in ESCWA member countries: A gender perspective (in coordination with the United Nations Development Fund for Women, the 
Sub-Regional Resource Facility for Arab States of the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Population Fund and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 2010, expected accomplishment (a));




b.
Guidelines to mainstreaming gender in the plans and programmes of the ministries of labour and finance in selected ESCWA member countries (2010, expected accomplishment (a)).


(iii)
Technical materials



Economic and social situation of Palestinian women (2010, expected accomplishment (a)).


(iv)
Electronic publications



a.
Maintenance and updating of the Advancement of Women home page on ESCWA website (2010-2011, expected accomplishment (a));




b.
ESCWA Centre for Women Gender Newsletter (three issues in each of 2010 and 2011, expected accomplishment (a));



c.
Web portal for non-governmental organizations on United Nations entities, and related international resolutions and conventions on gender equality and the empowerment of women (2010, expected accomplishment (b)).


(v)
Booklets, fact sheets, wall charts and information kits


a.
Information kit for the fifth session of the Committee on Women (2011, expected accomplishment (a));



b.
Poster for the fifth session of the Committee on Women (2011, expected accomplishment (a)).


(vi)
Special events




Launching of the study on the status of Arab women: towards equal participation of women at all levels of decision-making (ESCWA, the League of Arab States and the Arab Women Organization, 2011, expected accomplishment (b)).

(c)
Technical cooperation (extrabudgetary)

(i)
Training courses, seminars and workshops



a.
Training workshop on the role of parliamentarians in implementing CEDAW (third regional workshop, 2010, expected accomplishment (b));



b.
Training workshop for members of national machineries for women on the protection of women living in conflict-stricken areas and the application of the UNHCR guidelines (2011, expected accomplishment (a)).


(ii)
Field projects



Enhancing the capacity to eradicate violence against women in the ESCWA region (United Nations Development Account, 2010-2011, expected accomplishment (a)).

Annex

LEGISLATIVE MANDATES
Subprogramme 6.  Advancement of women

General Assembly resolutions
62/133

Intensification of efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women

62/137

Follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women and full implementation of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action and the outcome of the twenty-third special session of the General Assembly

62/206

Women in development

62/218

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

United Nations Economic and Social Council resolutions

2003/44

Agreed conclusions of the Commission on the Status of Women on participation in and access of women to the media, and information and communication technologies and their impact on and use as an instrument for the advancement and empowerment of women

2004/12

Agreed conclusions of the Commission on the Status of Women on women’s equal participation in conflict prevention, management and resolution and in post-conflict peace-building
2006/9

Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on the Status of Women

2007/7

Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women

ESCWA resolution

278 (XXIV)

Increasing the role of women in decision-making with respect to conflict prevention and peace building
-----
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