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Setting the Context 

  
• Electricity is the main form of modern energy that can be used in different applications.  

 
• 1.2 billion people are without access to electricity globally: 18.5% of the earth 

population. Most of these live in rural areas.  
• More than 2.7 billion people rely on the traditional use of biomass for cooking. 

 
• Many countries in the Arab region are not able to provide adequate energy services for 

a significant portion of their population.  
 

• 12% of Arab population or 54 million people (excluding South Sudan) have no access to 
the electrical grid, and about 48 million people are relying on biomass for cooking. 
 

• Lack of energy services aggravates the cycle of extreme poverty in the rural areas, and 
some peri-urban locations, resulting in poor social and economic conditions.  
 

• Women and children suffer the most from the limited access to energy services; health, 
safety, and environmental problems usually associated with the use of inefficient solid 
fuels in households.   
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Project Context 

Current 
Situation 

- 43% of Arab Population live 
in rural areas  
- Growing population  
- Increasing aridity 
Growing water scarcity 
- Insufficient & unequal 
national support  

- Migration  
- Poverty 
- Socio-economic 
marginalization  

 

- Shortage in modern 
energy supply   
- Unsustainable energy 
resources: biomass and 
low grade fossil fuels 

Green 
Technology 
Application  

Enhance infrastructure  
Provide added value services  
Create employment 
opportunities  
Minimize financial and 
technical burden of energy 
production  
Preserve the environment  

Improve Socio-
Economic 
Situation 

Overcoming 
Barriers 
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Project Concept and Objectives 

Rural Access to 
Modern Energy 

services 

Rural 
Entrepreneurs: 

Private 
Investment 

Financial 
Institutions: Financial 

mechanism and 
measures 

Policy Makers: 
Incentive Policies 

Practitioners: Energy 
needs & Technology 

Assessment 

“Building Capacities in Developing Appropriate Green Technologies for Improving the 
Livelihood of Rural Communities in the ESCWA Region” 
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Project Objectives & Impact 

 

 
Based on an 

approach that 
links RE to 

existing rural 
economic 
activities.   

Mapping for  AGT  

applications, on policy 

options & BM in the 

ESCWA region  

Assessing appropriate 

RE Technology need in 

rural productive sector 

 

EGM was conducted 

on Methodology for 

Mainstreaming AGT 

Initiatives in Rural 

productive sectors 

areas  (Feb. 2015) 

 

Workshops (Jordan, 
Morocco, Oman, Sudan) 
to build capacity of 
public& private rural 
development practitioners 
and local energy experts 
on applying methodology.  

Study Tour introducing 
Arab Stakeholders to 
successful Practitioners.  

Objectives Approach Activities 

Strengthen the 

capacity of countries 

in the Arab region 

Mainstream 
appropriate green 

technology initiatives 
in rural areas into 

national programs and 
policies. 

Enhance the 

livelihood and welfare 

of rural communities 

EGM (April.16):role of 
public &private sectors & 

Financial mechanism for 

AGT   

Training (May.16) on socio 
economic,  policy, 
financial, business 

models.    

• Contribute in 
a targeted & 
sustainable 
way to rural 
development 
by enabling 
dissemination 
of RE 
technologies 
in rural areas 
 

• Strengthening 
capacity in 
Arab  
countries to 
develop and 
apply best 
practices. 
 

I
m
p
a
c
t
s 
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Completion Workshop  

“Sustainable energy Access for Rural Areas” 

 

Share lessons learned, 
Shedding the light on 
examples from the 
participating countries & 
experts,  

Way forward 

1 
Provide a platform to 
debate and agree on an 
appropriate course of 
actions for building on the 
project accomplishments 

2 
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Completion Workshop: Agenda   



Economic And Social Commission For Western Asia 
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