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INTRODUCTION

le This report covers the period since the tenth sessione It
was adopted by the Commission at its sixth meeting, held on 26
April 1984y in the form as amended during the discussione



I« ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL COUNCIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION

2e At its sixth meetings held on 26 April 19B4s the Commission
decided to bring the following resolutions to the attention of
the Economic and Social Council:

125{X1} General policy-making structure of the Commi 551 0n¥

The Economic Commission for Western ASiays

Recalling its resolution 114(IX) and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1982/64 on the establishment of a Standing
Committee for the Programmes of the Economic Commission for
Western Asia composed of all members of the CTommissions as the
main subsidiary organ of the Commission to assist it in the exe-
cution of its responsibilities for programme planning and

reviewy

Further vecalling its resolution 119(X) on the poli-
cy-making structure of the Commissions

le Recommends that the Economic and Social Council should
designate the Standing Committee for the Programme as the VYech-
nical Committee and add to its terms of references as specified
in the Commission®s resolution 114(IX)y the discussion of the
items on the provisional agenda of the annual session in prepa-
ration for the Commission®s meeting at the ministerial level;

2. Decides that rule 1(a) of the Commission's provisional
rules of procedure should be amended to read as follows: *“Nor-
mallyy annuallys beginning on the Saturday of the third week of

April¥;

¢ See parase 82-89 and 139 of this vreport for the dis—
cussion lTeading to the adoption of resolution 125(XI)e.




3« Decides further that the work of the Technical Commit—
tee should take place during a four-day periods immediately fol-
lowed by a two-day meeting of the Commission at the ministerial
Vevele.

6th meeting
26 April 1984

126(XI) Staff _and administrative questions*

The Economic Commission for Western Asiay

P —— . v o —

Deeply concerned by the high vacancy rate which has pre-
vailed at the Commission for a number of yearsy

Convinced that the high vacancy rate has had a serious
impact on the work programme of the Commissions

Recognizing that repeated efforts have been made to find
qualified staff from un-represented or under-represented States
in the ECWA region but that difficulties still persist in the

recruitment of such staffe

Recognizing_also that knowledge of the Arabic 1language is
important for the ECWA staff for the effective performance of
their worke

| Urges unrepresented and under-represented States to
endeavour to assign competent personnel to work in the Commis—
sion®s secretariat as staff members on a regqular or secondment
basis;

2« Requests the Economic and Social Council to recommend
to the General Assembly that the Secretary General be author—
izedy 3as an exceptional measure limited to employment with ECWA,
to recruit staff from any member of ECWAy even when such staff
come from members which ares at the particular time concerneds

over—represented in the United Nations Secretariat as a whole;

¥ See parae. 105 of this vreport for the discussion leading
to the adoption of resolution 126(XI).



3. Proposes that the number of staff so recruited should
not exceed the total of the minimum quotas assigned to unrepre-—
sented or under-represented ECWA countries in the event of the
non—availability of the staff members needed from those coun-—-

tries;

4e Lalls upon the Economic and Social Council to propose
to the General Assembly of the United Nations that the Palestine
Liberation Organization should be treated in a manner consistent
with its full membership in the Economic Commission for Western

Asia as regards employment in the secretariate

6th Meeting
26 April 1984




Il WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE VENTH SESSION

A-. Activities of subsidiary bodies

3. The Standing Committee for the Programmes which was estab-
lished under ECWA resolution 114{IX) and endorsed under Economic
and Social Council resolution 1982/64s held its second session
from 22-26 April 1984 at Baghdad.

Ga The Committee discussed a number of issues within the con-
text of the various items on its agendas including follow-up on
the Standing Committee®s resolutions adopted at its Ffirst ses-
sion and the Commission®s resolution 120(X}; the programme per—
formance reporty) updating the medium—term plan for the period
1984~1989; and the Commission®s work in the areas of capital
goodse new and renewable sources of energys food security and
information systemse The final report of the Standing Committee
for the Programme (E/ECWA/XI/T/Revel) was adopted by the Lommis-—
sion at its eleventh sessione

Be Other activities

Se For information on other activities of the Commission dur-
ing the period under review reference should be made to the fol-
lowing documents: E/ECWA/XI/4 (Part 1). E/ECWA/XI/& (Part 11,
E/ECWAFXI 76 /7Addel (Part 1} EJECHA/X1/747Adde2 (Part IT)y
E/ECWA/XI/5 and Addels E/ECWA/XI/6 and Addels E/ECWA/XI/8,
E/JECWA/ X1 /9 and Adda.ly EJECHA/XE/12 E/JECHA/XI /14y and
EFJECHA/XT /15

6e During the period under review the secretariat of the Com—
mission continued programme co-ordination with various United
Nations specialized agencies in a number of important arease
FAOe the United Nations Centre for Human Settiements (Habitat)e
the United Nations (Centre on Transnational Corporationse UNCTAD,
UNDPe UNEPe¢ UNFPA, and UNIDO were among the major organizations
which engaged in joint activities with ECKNA and extended assist-—
ance to ECWA for the implementation of those activitiese

Te Under the food and agriculture programmes joint
co-operation with FAD covered several arease For instancey the
1983 (sixth) issue of the ECAA/FAD annual bulletin Agriculture
and Development deals with problems such as the monitoring and
appraisal of agricultural developmentss trends and policy chang-
es; and the promotion of national food strateqgies and food
securitye The programme aVlso focused on national and intercoun-
try action to combat desertification and the promotion of
integrated rural development. A joint ECWA/FAO/UNDP mission was




undertaken to four countriess namelys Iraqs Kuwaity Egypt and
Saudi Arabias to initiate work on the assessment of training
needs in the area of agricultural planning and project analysise

Be ECWA continued its consultations with the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) regarding Habitat®'s
assistance to ECWA towards the implementation of several joint
activitiese Under the human settlements programme assistance
was extended to member States in developing institutional capa-
bilities in the field of human settlementse In particulares ECWA
extended advisory servictes to Lebanon in the area of housing
policies and a report was prepared on international assistance
to earthquake-stricken areas in Yemene

% The Joint ECWA/ZUNIDD Industry Division continued close
co-operation with the United Nations Iindustrial Development
Organization regarding the implementation of the industrial
development programme; under the programme element on "i{dentifi~-
cation of regional projects: capital goods industriesy several
industrial projects which could lend themselves to regional
co-operation were identifiede An Expert Group Meeting on Capi-
tal Goods and Heavy Engineerinyg Industries was held at Baghdad
in 1983. Future work on this programme will focus on promo-—
tional aspects of industrial projects.

10 The Commission has established closer working relations
with UNEP regarding the programme on environments Several meet-
ings were held between ECWA and UNEP experts in order to identi-
fy areas for joint projects with the assistance of UNEPs to
integrate environmental considerations in several ECLWA pro-
grammesy particularly energy and agriculturee ECWA received
assistance fFrom UNEP in implementing various programme elements
relating to its environment programmee.

1l ECWA®s co-operation with UNCTAD covered areas such as fol-
low-up activities on the Suostantial New Programme of Action
for the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries (SMNPA). As a
follow-up to ECWA resolution 118(X) on the programme of action
in favour of the least developed countriesy the ECWA secretariat
prepared a comprehensive country presentation for a donor?®s
review conference to be heid in 1984 with UNDP serving as the
lead agencye In fulfilling its mandate with respect to SNPA at
the regional level ECWA also prepared a report on the implemen—
tation and follow-up of the SNPA in the two least developed
countries of the regiones Negotiations between ECWA and UNCTAD
continued regarding ECWA®*s programme element on medium— and
long-term planning; and close co-ordination took place with UNC-
TAD in modelling and forecasting exercises under that programmea
Similar negotiations continued concerning the joint implementa~-
tion with UNCTAD and UNDP of the TRAINMAR project in the field
of maritime transport in order to satisfy the training needs of
the regione




12. The major financial contributor to ECWA®s population pro-
gramme was UNFPAe. UNFPA also assisted E[LWA in the execution of
several technical co-operation projects with important impli-
cations for the region®s developmente

13e The contribution from ILO included a regional house-
hold-survey expert in the field of labour statistics in order to
assist in the ECWA national survey capability programme. The
IL0 expert participated in the provision of advisory services in
the planning and impliementation of the pro jects in several ECHA
countries including Yemeny Jordany the United Arab Emirates and
the Syrian Arab Republice

14« UNDP extended assistance to ECWA in connection with the
implementation of several important projectse YThe major
UNDP-supported ECWA projects concerning household survey ser—
vices for Kestern Asiads and the Arab Planning Institute in
Kuwaite As the executing agency of the latter projects ECHWA
continued to co-ordinate the fellowship programme in collab-
oration with the Department of Technical C(Co-operation for
Development (DTCD)e. MNegotiations between ECWA and UNDP concern-—
tng the financing of a project relating to the establishment of
a regional Arab Institute for Banking and Financial Studies
still continuees Alsos ECWA closely collaborated and
co-ordinated with UNDPe the wWorld Bank and the members of the
Gulf Co-operation Council as a follow-up to ECWA resoclution
117(X) on international assistance to the earthquake-stricken
area of Yemen.

15« In the implementation of its science and technology pro-
gramme ELWA co-operated closely with a number of United Nations
agencies which included the United Nations Financing System for
Science and Technology for Development (UNFSSTD)e United Nations
Centre for Sctience and Yechnology for Development (UNCSTD)e UNI-
DO and UNCYTAD. UNFSSTD provided funds for the implementation of
the programme element relating to relations between processes of
importing technology and development of technological capabili-
tiesy the output of which was the holding of a workshop in
October 1983« UNCSTYTD provided a lecture and both UNIDO and UNC-—-
YAD supplied documents to the workshope

16 The activities of the Joint ECWA/CTL Unit on Transnational
Corporations under this programme have been concentrated on
several issues including the analysis of the operations of
transnational banks in selected ECWA countriess. In co-operation
with the Centre on TYransnational Corporations (CTC) preliminary
consultations between ECWA and €CA are under way for the holding
of a meetinyg in 1984 for the Arab States relating to operations
of transnational banks in the reqion of the Leaque of Arab
States; also ECWA collaborated with CTC on the implementation of
the programme element relating to the relevance of the code of
conduct on transnational corporations to countries in Western
ASide



17. Other organizations with which ECWHA established close work-
ing relations and strengthened areas of mutual co-operation were
UNESCOe WHO and some regional organizations such as the Leaque

of Arab States and its specialized agenciese
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111. ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

A Attendance and organization of work

18« The eleventh session of the Economic Commission for Western
Asia (ECWA) was held in its headquarters at Baghdade from 22 to
26 April 1984. Its deliberations covered six meetingse

19. The session was attended by representatives of the follow—
ing members of the Commission¥: Bahraine Democratic Yemen,
Egypts Iragqe Jordane Kuwaite Lebanons Omans the Palestine Liber-
ation Organizatione Qatary Saudi Arabiay United Arab Emirates
and Yemeno

20. Representatives of the following United Nations bodies and
special ized agencies attended the session: Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations: International Llabour Drgani-—-
sation; International Monetary Fund; International VTelecommuni-
cation Union; Office of the United Mations High Commissioner for
Refugees; United Nations Children’s Fund; United Nations Confer—
ence on Trade and Development; United Nations Development
Programme; United Nations Educationals Scientific and Cultural
Organization; United Nations Environment Programme; United
Nations Fund for Population Activities; United Nations Secretar-—
iat (New York); World Food Programme; World Health Organization.

21. Representatives of the following regional and intergovern-—
mental organizations attended the session as observers: Arab
Federation for Engineering Industries; Arab Federation for Food
Industries; Arab Industrial Development 0Organization; Arab
Institute for Training and Research in Statistics; Arab Labour
Organisation; Arab League Educationaly Cul tural and Scientific
Drganization; Arab Organization for Agricultural Development;
Arab Organization for Standardization and Metrology; Arab Petro-
leum Institute for Training; Arab Planning Institute ~— Kuwait;
Arab Telecommunication Union; Arab Union of Fish Producers; Arab
Fund for Economic and Social Development; Federation of Arab
Councils for Scientific Research; International Chamber of Com-
merce; Iraqi Fund for External ODevelopment; Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry; League of Arab States; Organization of
Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries; Arab Federation for Fish
Producerse

22« The Commission adopted the proposals contained in document
E/ECWA/XI 72 as amendeds for the organization of its worke

*For the names of participants in the sessione see



23« By virtue of article 4 of the Commission®s terms of refer-—
encey the following States Members of the United Nations partic-
ipated in a consultative capacity in the work of the eleventh
session: Algeria Belgium; Czechoslovakia; France; German Demo-
cratic Republic; Germanys Federal Republic of; Hungary; India;
Indonesia; Italy; Japan; Malaysia; Mexico; Morocco; New Zealand;
Philippines; Poland; Romania; Spain; Sweden; Tunisia; Turkey;
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland; United States of America and
Yugoslaviae The Democratic People®s Republic of Korea and Swit-
zerland also participated in the meetings in the same capacitye.

24« At its first meetinge the Lommission unanimously elected
His Excellency Mr. Haider Abu Bakr Al-Attase Minister of Con-
struction of Democratic Yemen as Chairman of the eleventh ses—
sion; His Excellency Mr. Muhammad Al-Khadim Al-Wajihs Minister
of Finance of VYemen and Mre. Jamal Al-Suranis representative of
the Palestine Liberation 0Organizationy as Vice-Chairmen; ancd Mre
Muhammad wWafiq Husniy Director of the Department of Interna-
tional Economic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Egypte as Rapporteur for the sessione.

25« In accordance with rule 11 of the provisional rules of pro-
cedure of the ([ommissions, the offtitcers of the Commission exam-

ined the credentials of delegations and found them to be in
ordere

B. Agenda

26 At i1ts first meetinge the Commission approved the agenda
contained in document EJELWA/XI/1/Reve2 which 1t adopted as fol-
Tows:

le Opening of the sessione

2. Election of officerse.

3. Adoption of the agendae

s Organization of worke

5 Invitation of States Members of the United Nations not
members of the Commission ¢to participate in a consultative
capacity in the eleventh session of the Commissione

6« Report on the activities of the Commission:

{a) Progress made in the implementation of the work pro—
gramme;

10




(b) Follow-up action on the resolutions of the Commis—
S10M;

(i) ECWA resolution 119(X) on the policy-making
structure of the Lommissiong

(ii) ECWA resolution 115(X) on the programme of
work and priorities for the period
1984-1985;

(iii) ECWA resolution 117(X) on international
assistance to the earthquake-stricken
area of Yemen;

{iv) ECWA resolution 118(X) on the progrdmme
of action in favour of the least
developed countries;

(v) ECWA resolution 123(X) on the study of
the economic and social situation and
potential of the Palestinian Arab people;

(vi) ECWA resolution 116(X) on staff and
administration guestionss

() Mid-term review and appraisal of implementation of
the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decadee

7« Follow-up action at the regional level to United Nations
world conferences and ELWA regional meetings:

(a) Regional intergovernmental lonsultation on Rural
Development in the Near East region;

(b) The Western Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting on the
International Youth Year;

(c) The wWestern Asia Regional Preparatory Meeting for
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders;

(d) The Regional Conference on Population in the Arab
World in preparation for the International Conference on Popu-
1atione

8 The Commission®s preparations for UNIDO IVe.
9. The financial status of the Commission®s programmese
10e Current issues in regional co-operation and integration

(ECWA resolution 119 (X))e.

11



i1l Co—-operation among developing countries and regional
organizationse.

12 Amendment of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Commission:

{a) Date o¥ the opening of the sessione

13« Transport and Communications Decade in Asia and the
Pacifice

i4. Decentralization of economic and social activities toe
and strengthening ofsy the regional commissions {General Assem—
bly resolution 32/197 on vrestructuring of the economic and
social sectors of the United Nations system)e

15« Other businesss

16 Report of the Standing Committee for the Programme.

17 Adoption of the Lommission®s report on its eleventh ses-

SiONe

Ce Account of proceedings

27« The session was opened by His Excellency Mr. Taha VYassine
Ramadane First Deputy Prime Minister of Iraqe who welcomed the
holding of the eleventh session of the Economic Commission for
WHestern Asia at its permanent headquarters in Baghdad. He
wished the Commission success in its work and expressed the hope
that it would achieve positive results that would promote joint
economic action by the member Statese He noted that the agenda
included a number of important issuesy particularly the review
and appraisal of the implementation of the International! Devel-
opment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade
and the preparations for the International Conference on Popu-
lation and the Fourth General Conference of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organizatione

28 He stressed the need for the identification of obstacies
and the formulation of positive proposals for the furtherance of
joint economic actione. He referred to the manner in which the
international economic situation was deteriorating as a result
of the widening gap between the developing and the developed
countriesy which constituted a seviowuws problem and a source of
instabilitye He also referred to the fact that the current eco-
nomic crisis had become a chronic manifestation of the imbalance
in the international economic structures as could be seen From
the fluctuating exchange ratess rising interest ratesy declVining
levels of international trade for the developing countries; and

12




high rates of unemployment and a widespread tendency towards
protectionism and restrictive practices among the developed
industrialized countries with all the inherent negative conse—
quences for the development potential of the developing coun-
triese.

29« He said that the structural imbalance in international eco-
nomic relations could not be rectified by short—-term economic
recoveries since it required a restructuring of the present
international economic order on a more equitable basiss together
with a radical and fundamental change in the policies of the
developed countries. He drew attention to the increasing inter—
dependence between the economic destiny and political stability
of the two groups of developing and developed countries. He
also said that the developing countries had been affected more
than any other international grouping by the adverse conse-
quences of the deterioration in the international economic
structure since they were suffering from the declining prices of
basic commoditiesy an increasing deficit in their balance of
paymentsy the burden of their foreign debts and a reduction in
their gross domestic producte as a result of which many of those
countries ands in particulare the least developed among them had
been forced to cut back on their investment programmes and their
imports of basic goodse

30e He said that the Arab countries had been affected 1in the
same way as the other developing countries by the adverse reper—
cussion of the international economic situation resulting from
the economic crisis and the restrictive economic policies pur-
sued by the developed industrial countries. UDeteriorating terms
of trade had clearly prejudiced the course of the development
process and Arab countries in generals and the least developed
ones in particulares had been affected by the high level of
interest rates and the increasing magnitude of their foreign
debt burdens which were threatening to lead them into a stage of
economic recessione Consequentlys not only States but also
regional and international organizations should take effective
steps to rectify the imbalances in the regional and interna—
tional economic situationse He expressed the hope that the
Economic Commission for destern Asia would gear its programmes
towards the strengthening of collective self-reliance by the
promotion of independent and balanced Arab development with a
view to achieving the objectives of the Strategy of Joint Arab
Economic Actiony taking full advantage of other regional and
international experiencese.

3le He referred to the fourth summit meeting of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conferences held at LCasablanca in the early
part of 1984y recalled the economic resolutions adopted at that
meeting in connection with the strengthening of co-operation
among memberss and drew attention to the urgent food aid and
other assistance that had been provided for the ten countries of
the Sahel. He noted that UNCTAD VI had not yielded positive

13
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results and expressed regret that the endeavours made during the
1ast session of the General Assembly of the United Nations with
a view to the furtherance of the global economic negotiations
had been of no avail due to the Vack of potitical will on the
part of some industrial countriese Turning to the events that
had taken place in the region during the past yeare he referred
to the resolution adopted at the thirty-eighth session of the
General Assembly of the United Nations requesting the Secre-
tary—-General to continue and intensify his efforts to mobilize
all possible assistance within the United Nations system to help
the Government of Lebanon in its reconstruction and developaente.
He declared Iraq®s support for all endeavours aimed at helping
the Government and people of Lebanon to recover their sovereign—
ty and territorial integrity. He condemned the practices that
the Zionist entity was pursuing to the detriment of the Palesti-
nian Arab people and stressed the need for the adoption by the
United Nations of resolutions condemning such unethical prac—
ticesy affirming the right of that people to its homeland and
calling for the implementation of the resolutions concerning the
provision of assistance for the Palestinian Arab peoples

32. He expressed the hope that internationals 1Islamic and
non—aligned endeavours would succeed in putting an end to the
Iran-Iraq conflict on the basis of an equitable settliement
acceptable to both partiese He said that the continuation of
the conflict had severely damaged the economies of both coun—
tries and had caused a rift in the united stand formerly taken
by the developing countries in international forumse He invited
the international community to shoulder its responsibilities
with regard to the termination of that conflict and called upon
the United Nations to initiate earnest endeavours to reach a
solution acceptable to both partiess as prescribed in its Char-
tere He pointed out that the waste of Arab resources resulting
from the continuation of that war would impede the effective
discharge by the United Nations and the Economic Lommission for
Western Asia of their role and of their tasks with regard to the
implementation of their programmes aimed at furthering the
development process in their member countriese.

33, Mro. Jawad Al Ananie Minister of Industrye Trade and Tourism
of Jordans then addressed the session on behalf of the Chairman
of the tenth session. He emphasized the need for joint economic
action and drew attention to the fact that the orientation of
the programmes of the Commission and of regional and Avrab organ—
izations should be towards providing a firm scientific
foundation for a sound economy and industrial integration. He
noted that the only way to meet challenges and dangers was
through co—-operations solidaritye the satisfaction of needss and
the achievement of self-reliance and prosperitye

34 The message of the Secretary-General of the United Nations

to the eleventh session was then read oute it conveyed his
greetings to the participants and went on to state that ECWA had

14




not been unaffected by the negative consequences of worid-wide
developments on the economic and political fronts which had
adversely affected the least developed countries of the third
worlde He hoped that 1984 might see some further improvement in
the economies of the developing countries through the tackling
of key long-term issues so as to put the world economy and
North-South relations on a sounder and more just footing.

35« He called attention to the slow progress in the implementa—
tion of the South-South strateqy as another subject of concerne
He called for the achievement of collective self-reliance so
that the resources available to the developing countries could
be allocated to the best use. He referred to the General Assem—
bly resolution on co-operation between the United WNations and
the League of Arab States and to the Economic and Social Council
resolution on the promotion of economic and technical
co-operation among developing countries. He expressed satisfac-
tion at the concrete ideas already suggested by the secretariat
of the Commission for the implementation of those and other
resolutionse.

36e He stressed the importance of strengthening mutual
co-operation between the League of Arab Statess regional Arab
organizations and ECAA in the areas of social and economic
development and integratione

37 The Executive Secretary of the Commission then addressed
the sessions He began by thanking Mre. Taha Yassine Ramadany
First Deputy Prime Minister of Iraqe for honouring by his pres-—
ence the opening meeting of the eleventh sessione He then
expressed gratitude to His Excellency the President of Iraq and
to the Government and people of Iraqe He also expressed appre-
ciation to the Chairman of the tenth session and his fellow
officers of the Commission for their efforts to ensure the suc-—
cess of that session.

38. Reviewing the progress made by the Lommission in 1983¢ the
Executive Secretary pointed out that the installation of the
secretariat at its permanent headquarters had secured favourable
working conditions which had enabled it to intensify its efforts
and feel more confident and satisfied as to the extent of its
achievements despite the difficulties and the constraints
affecting its activitiese

39 He referred to the concern prevailing in the worlde stat-
ing that the situation in the Arab region was no 1less a source
of concern in spite of progress achieved in certain spherese
Some indicators pointed to improvement in the previous year in
the economic conditions of certain 1ndustrialized countries
accompanied by a relative decline in inflation rates and signs
of budding economic growthe Howevers that trend was having no
tangible effect on the developing countriess in most of which
indebtness was still increasinge Interest rates remained high

15



depriving them of the resources needed for investment opportu—
nities and the creation of more employment opportunitiese He
warned of a decrease in average per capita income levels in the
developing countries by approximately 5 per cent by the end of
1984 as against the 1levels recorded at the beginning of the
1980se unless the international community took bold and decisive
measures to reform the existing international economic ordere

40e The Executive Secretary went on to mention the adverse
effects of world-wide recessionary tendencies on the development
process in the region of Western Asiae. One such effect was the
decline in o0il revenues which had followed their constant
increase throughout the 1970s. That was attributable to a drop
in foreign demand compounded by marketing difficulties., and a
reduction of the output of some countries in the region. As a
resul ts some oil-producing countries had an overall budget defi-
cit for the first time evers

41« He also reviewed the events which had affected the course
of economic development in the regiony including the war between
Iran and Iraqe the Lebanese crisiss the continued occupation by
Israel of southern Lebanon and other Arab territories as well as
the question of Palestiney which was at the root of the Middle
East problemy and considerations related to the economic dimen—
sions of national security and threats to the cultural and
social aspects of national identitye He stressed the fact that
that combination of factors had affected not only the course of
development within the region but also the volume of aid pro-
vided by the oil-producing countries within the framework of
international co—-operatione Their aid to third world countriessy
howevery was still above the level of one per cent of their
gross national products as defined by the International Develop—
ment Strategys and higher than that of the industrialized
countriese

42. Economic and social conditions in the region postulated a
number of basic requirements for the improvement of the founda—
tions and patterns of developmente. Some of the wmost pressing
requirements affecting the course of development were:z firstliyy
the reinforcement and expansion of the potential for Arab eco—
nomic integration and increased joint Arab action in various
fields through Arab regional organizations; secondiyes the elimi-
nation of the imbalances and shortcomings in current development
patterns in the light of nationale regional and international
variablesy and the rectification of the course and pattern of
development in such a way as to diversify and expand production
capacitiesy guard against the dangers of econowic recession and
achieve a rising standard of food security; thirdliyy, the ration-
alization of public and private consumption and the
identification of areas of investment and current expenditure on
the bpasis of economic feasibility and social wutility; and
fourthlyy the development of human resources and the improvement
of skills and structures which were fundamental issues in the

16

e RN —



regions as well as the stimulation of scientific and technolog-
ical creativitye the utilization of the world technological and
scientific potential and the organization and rationalization of
both Arab and foreign manpower movementse

43, The Executive Secretary then drew attention to the numerous
studies and extensive research conducted by ECWA and to its par-—
ticipation with the specialized agencies of the United Nations
in the organization of a series of meetingsy, dealing with the
various programmes of the Commissiones He added that the Commis-—
sion had resumed the issue of its periodical bulletins and
publications on agriculturey populationy statisticse foreign
trade and studies on women and that there had also been some
notable achievements in terms of technical co-operation and
advisory services rendered to member States and Arab regional
organizationses

44 The Executive Secretary went on to mention the signing of a
memorandum of understanding on co-operation between ECWA and the
League of Arab Statessy and the participation of ECWA in a meet-—
ing organized jointly by the United Nationsy the League of Arab
States and their respective agencies which had been held at Tun-—-
is in 1983. Its results included the report of the
Secretary-General of tne United Nations to the Economic and
Social Councii (A/38/229) and General Assembly resolution 38/6
on co-operation between the United Nations and the Leaque of
Arab Statese.

45. The Regional Conference on population in the Arab World in
preparation for the International Conference on Populationy
which took place in Amman from 25 to 29 March 1984s to which all
the States members of the ULeague of Arab States had been
tnvitedey constituted the first joint action of ECWA and the
Leaguee

46s HWithin the context of the consolidation of co-operation and
co—ordination between the CLommission and Arab organizations and
federationsey the Executive Secretary mentioned the signing early

that year of a nemorandum of understanding concerning
co-operation and co-ordination with the Arab Industrial Develop-
ment Organizatione He added that ECWA was also preparing to

sign a similar memorandum with the Arab Organization for Agri-
cultural Developmente

47 In this connections the Executive Secretary stressed the
Commission®s desire to continue to promote and consolidate
regional technical co-operation in its various spheres of compe-—
tenceo That desire accounted for the selection of *“Lurrent
issues in regional co-operation and integration® as a topic for
review and study at the Commission®s current sessione

48 He drew attention to the contribution made by ECWA with
regard to the distribution of spheres of activity among the cen-
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tral organs and regional commissions of the United Nations; a
specific sphere had been assigned to each regional commission
and ECWA had been assigned the social development programme.

49 The Executive Secretary concluded his address by emphasiz-
ing the need for closer interaction between the secretariat and
the membesrs of the Commission either within the context of the
work of the Standing Committee for the Programme or through
reactions and observations concerning the studiess research work
and publications produced by the Commission because such
exchanges would enable ECWA to obtain a more comprehensive
insight into conditions prevailing in the region andy conse-
quentlys to play a more effective role in meeting its needs and
aspirations.

50. Statements were made by the head of the United States
Interests Section in Iraqe the Ambassador of Romaniay the repre-—
sentative of the Leaque of Arab Statesy the Ambassador of the
Soviet Uniony the Ambassador of TYurkeys the Ambassador of
Francey the Ambassador of Polands the Ambassador of the Nether-
landsey the Ambassador of the Federal Repubtic of Germanye the
representative of UNCTADy the representative of UNFPA, the rep—
resentative of the Population Division in the Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs at United Nations
Headquartersy all of whom expressed their appreciation for the
endeavours made by the Commission and the readiness of their
countriesy organizations and departments to co-operate with ite
In this connection the observers from the Netherlands and France
pledged specific contributions for the implementation of the
work programme during 1984.

le Report on the activities of the Commission
(agenda item 6)

{a) Progress made in the implementation of the work programme

51« The topics included under the item were covered in four
documents prepared by the secretariate The first of those docu-
ments (E/ECWA/XI/4(Part 1I)) covered the progress made in the
implementation of the work programmes including the programme
activities of the divisions and units of ECWA for 1983 and the
activities initiated by the Commission at the request of its
member States and of the United Nationses The second document

(EJECHWA/XI/&(Part I1)) contained a report on technical

co-operation activitiesy including advisory services rendered by
the Commission to member countriese The third and fourth docu-—
ments (E/ECWA/XI/4/Addel(part 1) and (part I1)} summarized the
studies and reports prepared in connection with the various ele-
ments of the programme.
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52e The Executive Secretary reviewed the most significant
activities connected with each of the fourteen programmes set
forth 1n document E/ECWA/XI/4e The review of each programme
elicited a number of statements and comments by the represen-
tatives of the member Statase

53« The representative of QJatar raised the question of delays
in the distribution of documents to participantse In reply, the
secretariat said that most of the documents had been delivered
to the embassies of memper States more than six weeks in advance
of the meetinjy as prescribed in United Nations instructionss A
small numper of documentsy howevers were held up because of the
unavailability of certain data needed for their completion, as
had been the case with the documents relating to the review of
the International Development Strateqy and UNIDO IVe The Execu-
tive Secretdary suygested that both he and the representatives of
member States should consider the most appropriate ways of for-
warding documents in order to avoid delayse

S4e Un the subject of food and agriculture and in connection
with the programme element on glan analysis and direct assist-
ance to ayricultural plannings the representative of Saudi Ara-
bia inquired about the required common agreement on what
constituted the concept of food security at the regional level.
The secretariat explained that the required agreement was on the
tdentification of strategyic commoditiesy the magnitude of the
stock of such comaodities that should be provided and the manner
in which such stocks should be managed and moved between coun-
tries of the regyion.

55« In that connectiony the representative of Eqgypt drew atten-
tion to the need to aJachieve comprehensive co-ordination between
the development strategies of the countries of the regione He
added that such co-ordination snould not take place in one sec-
tor 1in i1solatioun from other sectors and dactivitiese. The secre-
tariat replied that 1t was in complete agreement with the view
expressed by the representative of Egyypt and explained that

in accorddnce with ECAA resolution To(VI)y a draft strategy had
been drawn up by an expert yroup meeting in Beirut in 1979« 1In
1980y tne Commission hady at 1ts seventh session revised and
adopted that strateygye. The strateyy had appeared in its final
form in December in document E/ECWA/UPD/14/1/Reve2 which had
constituted the Commission®s contribution to the International
Development Strategy for the (hird United Nations Development
Decadee.

56« With reference to an ELWA studys according to which one of
the basic contradictions 1n the agricultural planning process in
Iraq was the incompatibility of current planning methods with
prevailiny production patternss the representative of Iraq stat-
ed that 1ts conclusion wdas 1ncorrecte He gave an account of
Irag's experience in ayricultural planning and stated that it
did provide for agricultural production conditions in production
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units at wvarious levels with a view to raising and improving
rates and standards of productione. The secretariat explained
that the study referred to by tne representative of Iraq had
been reviewed with FAO and had been Adiscussed at a meeting of
experts that nad included representatives of FAU and of the Min-
istry of Planning of Iraq a3s well a4as a number of other expertsy
and that review of the study was under way with the bodies con-
cerned with a view to draftinj it in tts fFinal forme.

ST« The representative of Jordan said that the secretariat®s
review of the programme elements called for the clarification of
a number of problems impeding their implementation and of the
solutions proposed to overcome thems He also called for the
implementation of a regional project on short- and long-term
training in ayricultural planning designed to overcome the prob-
lems of that sectore The secretariat explained that such a
project was presently being implemented with the co-operation of
ECWAs FAO and the Arab Planning Institute. There was alsoy in
that connectiony dn integrated projecty the possibility of whose
funding and implementation was under studye

58 With regard to the programme element on the promotion of
national food strategies and food security progjyrammesy the rep-
resentative of Saudi Arabia objected to the study which had
asserted that the Arab region was alarmingly dependent on for-
eign supplies to meet its reguirements in basic foodstuffse. He
pointed out that Saudi Arabia hod achieved a high degree of
self-sufficiency in wheat and veyetablese Saudi Ardgabia was
spendiny billions of riyals on crop and livestock farming and he
requested that information on tne subject e included 1in the
reports of the Commissions The secretariat replied that Saudi
experience in wheat production haud been uniyue and demonstrated
that if the Arap States followed sound agricultural methods and
provided incentives to farmers they miqht achieve
self-sufficiencye.

S9 The representative of the Palestine Liberation Orqganization
inquired about the progress made 1n the study conducted by ECWA
on the question of fuod sSecurity in the occupied territories.
The secretariat explained that the study was a joint undertaking
of ECWA and the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development
and its prepdration had peen entrusted to the Arab Foundation
for Research and the Transfer of Technology located i1n the West
Banke A draft of that study was now ready and it would be com-
municated to the competent authorities in the Palestine
Liberation Urganization for its opinion before publication.

60« Witn regard to the programme element on Jassistance in
regional food Jrains security arrangementss the representative
of QWatar drew attention to the fact that the efforts made by
ECWA had focused more on the national than on the regional level
and he called for the co-ordination of imports of basic food-
stuffse including grainse The secretariat expressed 1ts
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agreement as to the importance of concentration in the field of
food security on the regional rather than on the country levele

6l Speaking on the same subjecty, the representative of the
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development reviewed the
efforts made both by the Arab Economic and Social Council and
the Fund in the sphere of food securitye.

62. On the subject of development 1issues and policiesy and the
programme element on the survey and analysis of economic and
social developments in the countries of Western Asiay the repre-
sentative of Egypt inquired about the o0il situation and he
expresssed surprise at the statement that the situation called
for a realistic study differentiating between short—y medium-—
and long-term expectations whatever the conclusions of such a
study might bee

63. 0On the subject of environmente the representative of Iraq
emphasized the importance of establishing basic principles and
standards for the protection of the environment against pol-
lution which would serve as a basis for the approval of develop-
ment projects in the industrial agricultural and other sectors
from the point of view of pollution control and the protection
of the environment. He gave an account of the experience
acquired by Iraq in that field through its Council for the Pro-
tection of the Environments a body connected with the Ministry
of Healthe

64« 0On the subject of industrial developmenty the represen-
tative of Jordan spoke of the importance of those proyramme ele-—
ments in respect of which work had been terminated owing to the
transfer of staff members or vacant postse The representative
of Egypt re-emphasized the observation made by the represen-—
tative of Jordane The secretariat explained that the
termination of ~ork on a3 number of programme elements was duey
in addition to the reasons already mentionede to the
non—-availability of the funds necessary for their implementation
from extrabudgetary sourcessy on the one hands and to the fact
that certain reqgional and Arab organizations and funds were
engaged in similar projectsy on the othere The secretariat had
had no choice but to cancel such elements in order to avoid
duplication and the waste of available capacitiese

65« The representative of Qatar made an observation concerning
the need for ECWA to give its attention to industries readily
available to the regiony such as the petrochemical and fertiliz-
er industriessy rather than to industries requiring high skills
and a long period of preparatione '

66+ 0On the subject of international trades the representative
of Egypt asked for the promotion of co-operation among the coun-
tries of the regiony then with the developing countries and only
then with other countries. The secretariat indicated that the
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studies that it was conducting were aimed at the investigation
of means of expanding and diversifying the trade of the States
of the region in order to reduce their excessive reliance on a
small number of commodities and markets. 1In this respect the
activities of the Commission weres and continued to bey primari-
1y geared to the stimulation of trade between the States of the
regione

67« On the subject of natural resourcess the representative of
Jordan suggested the completion of the two studies being con—-
ducted on the programme elements on skilled manpower needs in
the mineral resources sector and on the promotion of efficient
water resources management and administratione Their skilled
manpower needs should be studied in the same manner as the study
on the skilled manpower needs of the energy sector in the sub-
programme on skilled manpower needs in the oil and gas sectore
The secretariat explained that the development of the human
skills in the water resources sector was among the topics dis-
cussed at the Second Regional Water Meeting convened by ECWA at
Riyadh from 30 December 1978 to 3 January 1979. The secretariat
drew attention to the recent study carried out by UNESCO on the
percentage of technical personnel in relation to the total popu-
lation of each countrys the findings of which would be taken
into account in the study that was currently being prepared by
ECWA on the subject of the enhancement of programmes for the
training of manpower in the water resources sector in the
regione

68 In the framework of the programme element on new and renew—
able sources of energys the representative of the Republic of
Iraq stressed the need for the wutilization of solar energy in
the development of rural areass and particularly in respect of
evolving agricultural productiony especially since the ECWA
region was well endowed with this source of energys. The secre-
tariat expressed its agreement with the view of the
representative of Iraq and said that the matter was always
included in its programmes of work as in document E/ECWA/XI/CP/8
submitted to the Standing Committee for the Programmes

69. MWith regard to the programme element on determinants and
consequences of population trendses the representative of Iraq
emphasized the need to take into account the recommendations of
the Amman Conference which expressed the views of the Arab
States of the region concerning population policiess

T0e Concerning the subprogramme on Jlabour wmanagement and
employment in the field of manpowery the representative of the
Arab Labour Organisation stressed the need for efforts to remedy
the VYack of information on the VYabour market and to study move-
ments of manpower. He expressed support for the endeavours made
by ECWA in that respects indicating that they coincided with the
objectives of the Arab Labour Organisations
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T1l. On the same subjects the representative of Qatar high-
" lighted the importance of that itemy particularly under the cur-
rent circumstances in which efforts were being made to achieve
optimum utilization of manpower. He referred to the experience
gained by Qatar in that field through its endeavours to estab-
lish a College of Administration at the University of Qatar with
a view to training administrators of Qatar capable of achieving
socio—-economic development objectivess He expressed the hope
that the ECWA secretariat would take account of manpower in its
future programmess

72 With regard to the science and technoloqy programme element
and the programme element on development of consultings engi-
neering and design capabilities in selected ECWA countriesy the
representative of Jordan indicated that the subject matter of
that section was not in conformity with the headinge He
requested clarificatione The secretariat explained that the
specifications of the subprogramme in question made it clear
that it had been planned basically in order to study and analyse
the growth of advisorye engineering and design capabilities in
some of the ECWA countries so as to benefit from the experiencey
learn its lessons and arrive at appropriate proposals for the
future development of those capacitiese.

73. Concerning social development and the programme element on
assessment of integration of women in the development processs
the representative of Iraq praised the ECWA secretariat for the
endeavours that it had made with regard to the development of
women. He stressed the need to continue the programmes which
guaranteed increased participation of women in development andy
in particulare in fields of production in view of the fact that
women constituted halfF of societye.

T4« The representative of Qatar referred to the progress made
by his country in the field of women®'s educations recalling that
women accounted for 50 per cent of all students and that his
country was diligently promoting that aspect so that women could
play their role in societye He called upon the secretariat to
pay more attention to that subject 1in its future programmes
which might reduce the need to import labour from outside the
ECWA regions which was having adverse effects on social changes
in member Statese. ‘

75« With regard to the procedural approachs the representative
of Egypt said that the work of ECWA should not be confined to
the mere attendance of meetings and provision of advice buty on
the contrarys should be based on a global concept of social
development factors in the countries of the regione He suqg-—
gested that that should apply equally to social and other
development sectorse

T6e The representative of UNICEF thanked the secretariat for
its endeavours to enhance national and regional capabilities
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with a view to the identificationy formulation and implementa—
tion of projects aimed at the development of womens He recom—
mended that there should be prior co-ordination among the
international organizations concerned with the enhancement of
the capabilities of women and that use should be made of indica—
tors such as those studies in order to promote the implementa—
tion of projects for the optimum enhancement and development of
the capabilities of womene

T7e The representative of the Palestine Libevation Organization
stressed the co-ordinating role of ECWAy on the basis of a clear
conception formulated by its memberss It was important that the
free will of the region should find expression in an integrated
plane The secretariat replied that it hade in co—~operation with
the League of Arab Statesy established a comprehensive develop-
mental frameworky with a balanced interlinkage between social
and economic developmente as stated in the Arab Charter of Joint
Economic Actione It had held a series of meetings with the
League of Arab Statese An Arab Charter for Social Development
had been drafted as a basis for an overall social strategye.

78« dith regard to statisticse the representative of Iraqg cow-
mended the efforts of the ECHA experts in that field and their
co-operation with the Central Statistical Organization in Iragq
during the study on the requirements for the implementation of
the comprehensive industrial survey currently being undertaken
by Ivaqge

79« The representative of UNICEF referred to various problems
impeding improvement of the coverage and accuracy of social sta-—
tistics in the countries of the region. He proposed that atten—
tion should be given to mortality statistics and particularly to
statistics on mortality among infants and children under the age
of five since such indicators were of great importance for soci-
o—-economic plannings

80s The secretariat expressed its gratitude for the valuable
observations made by representatives and stated that among its
most important goals was the provision of the most recent sta-—
tistics available at the appropriate time. With reqgard to vital
statistics and statistics on infant mortalitye the secretariat
had made it clear thate from the beginning of 1983y the Statis-
tics Division had given its attention to demographics vital and
social statistics and was preparing to issue a special detailed
bulletin containing theme YThe secretariat also stated that it
was engaged in improving and standardizing the ways and means of
gathering such statistics and disseminating them at the reqgional
and Arab Vevels in the Statistical Indicators of_ the Arab World
which was published in co-operation with the secretariat of the
League of Arab States. [t stated that the project for strength-
ening household survey capabilities had bequn to play an
important vrole in developing the statistical capacities of the
States of the regions in that connmnections the overall
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co-ordinator of the programme at United Nations Headquarters
spoke and cast light on that vital project.

(b) Follow-up action_on_the_resolutions of
the Commission

8le The secretariat introduced documents E/ECWA/XI/S and Addelys
containing @ summary of measures taken in implementation of a
number of the resolutions adopted by the Commission at its tenth
sessione

(1) ECWA resolution 119(X) on_the policy-making
structure of the_ Conmission

82« The Executive Secretary reviewed the resolutione which
called upon member States to be represented at ‘the annual ses-—
sions at the ministerial levely and decided that the Standing
Committee for the Programme should meet prior to the annual ses—
sions and should report as appropriate to the ministerial meet-—
ing held thereafter on all programme matters falling within its
terms of referenceas Since it had not been possible to convene
the meetings of the Standing Committee for the Programme at the
time proposed by the secretariat btecause of the inability to
form a quorums the secretariat was of the view that the Standing
Committee for the Programme should meet during the sessione
With regard to paragraph 4 of the resolutions the secretariat
had prepared a study on current issues in regional co-operation
and integration which had been included in the agenda of the
session as item 10.

83. The representative of Q(atar requested that the periodic
meeting should take place at two levels in order to facilitate
the work of the CommissiGne

B4« The representative of Jordan suggested that a technical
committee should meet two days before the Standing Committee.

85. The representative of Iraq said that the Committee for Pro-
gramme and Co-ordination was a committee of expertsy and sug—
gested that that Committee should assume the tasks of a
technical committees should function as a preparatory committee
and shoutd hold its meetings two days before the ministerial
meetinge.

86« The representative of Saudi Arabia called for an evaluation
of current practice andy if its feasibility was demonstratedy it
would remain in effect; the matter did not require any change in
the resolutione

87. The representative of Egypt suggested the use of the term

"Technical Committee™ as more precises and said that the object
was not to establish a new committee; the meeting of the techni-
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cal committee should precede the meetings of the session at the
ministerial level.

88. The representative of Qatar said that the situation should
remain as it was; the Standing Committee should be retained and
the sessions should be retainede and what was required was that
there should be a prior meeting of a technical committee in
order to facilitate the work of the Commission®s sessionss which
would be attended by ministerse

89. Agreement was reached that the matter should be decided at
a closed meeting of heads of delegations to be convened for that
purposee

S s T e e e e e b e e o e e e e e e v e

90. The Executive Secretary reviewed follow-up action on the
resolution and no comments on the subject from participants were
forthcominge

(1ii) ECWA_resolution 117(X) on_international assistance

9l After the Executive Secretary's review of follow-up action
on the resolutions the representative of Yemen expressed his
gratitude to the secretariat for the report submittedy its com-
prehensiveness and the details it gave of the effective assist-
ance provided to VYemen. He thanked Arab and other friendly
States and the Arab fundse The immediate rescue operations had
been no more than one element in a Vong and costly series of
operations which could not be borne by internal Yemeni resources
alonee Accordinglys the Government had formed a supreme council
for the reconstruction of the affected arease

92. The representative of Democratic Yemen then spokes saying
that the agenda item was an important one and undoubtedly
attested to the extent of the catastrophe and the suffering to
which the least developed countries were subject; 9Democratic
Yemen had itself been exposed to such catastrophes. He thanked
ECWA and the various States and organizations for the assistance
they had given in overcoming such problemse

93. The representative of Saudi Arabia affirmed that his coun-
try would stand by its brothers in the two Yemens. He said that
the action taken by it was an Arab and an Islamic dutys and that
it would continue to shoulder that responsibilitye He called
upon brothers and friends to make the effort to help the two
fraternal peoplese.

94« The representative of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social

Development said that the Fund was prepared to of fer aid to
Yemen and was represented in the fact-finding mission to Yemene.
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It was prepared to co-operate with ECWA in order to achieve the
economic and social objectives of the countries of the regione

95« The representative of UNICEF then spoke and expressed grat—
itude to the secretariat for its efforts to assist Yemen. UNI-
CEF had not only provided health servicess as stated in the
report of the Commission on follow-up action on its resolution
117(X)s but had also provided services in kinde

96« The Executive Secretary thanked the Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Developmenty the Kuwait Development Fund and the oth-
er funds and regional and international bodies and organizations
which had joined in providing assistance to Yemene. He said that
ECWA would continue to act to assist in cases of catastrophe
afflicting countries of the regiony and that it had previously
provided such assistance to Democratic Yemen when that country
had been afflicted with floodinge He called for increased
co-operation with ECWHA in order to enable ity in case of need,
to provide speedy assistance to countries of the region in the
event of catastrophe.

97. After the Executive Secretary had reviewed follow-up action
on the resolutiony the representative of Democratic Yemen stated
that his country was interested and involved in the resolution
and in the measures required by the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries in the
region and within the framework of its prioritiese He expressed
appreciation and gratitude to ECWA and its Executive Secretary
for the technical assistance provided in the form of regional
advisory services in various fieldsy such as the formulation of
proposalss the drawing up of feasibility studiesy the prepara-
tion of country paperse the strengthening of national
capabilitiess the establishment of joint programmes for the two
Yemenses the search for sources of funding and the implementation
of projects within the framework of the development plans of the
two countriesSe

98 The representative of 1Iraq said that it would have been
appropriate if the ECHA report on follow-up action on the resol-
ution had reflected the bilateral and multilateral action taken
by the States of the region to provide assistance to the least
developed countries. A number of States members of the Commis-—
sion hady for exampley recently provided generous assistance to
the Sahelian countries affected by drought and had also done so
through the Organization of the Islamic Conferencees Member
States also provided assistance through UNICEF and other United
Nations organizationse

99 The representative of Qatar expressed gratitude for the
Commission®'s efforts to implement the resolutions adopted on the
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matter and thanked States and regional and international organ—
izations which had contributed to solving some of the problems
afflicting the Jleast developed countries. He called for the
Commission to continue to follow—up the matters to include such
an item in all future sessions and to monitor the activities of
member States related thereto.

100. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization
said that the most pressing problem was that of death from hun-
ger and not that of the least developed countrieses That topic
was on the agenda of the Organization of the Islamic Conferencey
the League of Arab Statess the Afro—Arab Co-operation and other
organizationse. He wondered how the Commission might contribute
to rapid action to save the lives of millions threatened by hun-—-
gere

10l. The representative of the United Arab Emirates endorsed the
proposal made by the representatives of Qatar and the Palestine
Liberation Organization. He stressed the need for the continued
provision of aid to the least developed countries and recom—
mended that such aid should be provided in all fields.

102. The representative of UNCTAD emphasized the need for con-—
tinued co-operation with ECWA with a view to assisting the least
developed countries. He said that the UNCTAD programme called
for the organization of meetings of international organizations
assisting the 1least developed countries and drew attention to
the meeting due to be held in 1985 in that connectione

103. The representative of the Arab Industrial Development
Organization expressed the hope that a comprehensive plan and
overall conception would be formulated by all the Arab and
regional organizations with a view to drawing up a comprehensive
programme for the ECWA region in which the situation of six of
the least developed Arab countries would be taken into accounte

104 The Executive Secretary expressed his satisfaction with the
support given in that respect. He added that ECWA was
co-operating with UNCTAD andy to that endy had attended the con-
ference held at Sana'a. He said that ECWA would take into
account the proposals made by the representativese. He requested
that ECWA be supplied with information and details of the aid
provided by the countries of the region to the least developed
countries in order to complete the information available to the
Commission in that connection so that ECWA could include it in
the report due to be submitted to the Economic and Social Coun—
cil of the United Nationse. He said that the assistance provided
by ECWNA for the 1least developed countries was being financed
from the Commission®s Trust Fund to which donations had been
made by a number of member Statese such as Saudi Arabiaes Iraq
and Qatar, together with Western countries such as the Nether-—
landsy France and other members of the European Economic
Community. He called for further contributions to enable ECWA
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to continue to play an effective role in that respecte He also
referred to the possibility of the despatch of joint missions by
ECWNA and other Arab organizationse

(v) ECWA resolution 123(X) on_the study of the economic
and_social _situation_and_potential of_the
Palestinian_Arab people

(vi) ECWA resolution 116(K) on_staff and administrative

105« The session decided that the two above-mentioned resol-
utions should be considered at a closed meeting of heads of
delegationse

(c) Mid-term review and appraisal _of progress_in_the
implementation of the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations

106« The Executive Secretary introduced document E/ECWA/XI/6 on
the mid-term review and appraisal of progress in the implementa-
tion of the International Development Strategy for the Thard
United Nations Development Decade in the ECWA regione He said
that the Strategy had been adopted by the General Assembly of
the United Nations with a view to accelerating the development
of the developing countries within the context of an interna-
tional economic order based on justice and efficiencye He
indicated that the achievements made in the developing countries
since the adoption of that Strategqgy fell far short of the target
that had been setes

107 The representative of Iraq stressed that the oil-producing
countries in general, including States members of ECWAs had
exceeded the target set in the International Development Strate-
gy for the Third United Nations Development Decade with regard
to the provision of a specific percentage of their gross
national product in assistance for the developing countriese. He
added that for the reasons identified in the reports although it
had not been complete and comprehensives, recent years had wit-
nessed a reduction in amounts of assistance as a result of
deteriorating conditions and declining prices in the oil market
and also because of the continuation of the Iran-Iraq war whichy
since its outbreak four years previouslye had been draining the
financial resources of Iraq ands to a lesser extent, of the Arab
States members of ELHWA. He characterized as over-optimistic the
prediction made in the document to the effect thate in spite of
all the adverse repercussions of economic stagnation, OPEC mem-
ber countries would continue to provide external development
assistance greatly exceeding the target set in the International
Development Strategy and at a3 higher level than that provided by
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the developed countriesy particularly since the continuation of
the Iran-Iraq war would lead to a reduction in such assistancey
thereby precluding the realization of that optimistic predic-
tione

108. The representative of Egypt referred to a remark made in
the document to the effect that a number of countries in the
regiony including Egypts were continuing to rely on food aid
received from abroade He pointed out that although Egypt relied
to a large extent on imported foods such imports were paid for
in cash and did not constitute "food aid®.

109. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization
referred to the subject of the Iran-Iraq wary and its effects on
development in Iraqe He said that the financial resources wast-
ed in the Arab States as a result of the aggressive policies
pursued by Israel since its establishment 36 years ago would
have been sufficient to change all aspects of life in the
region. He condemned the continuation of those policiese and
drew attention to their destructive nature and the threats that
they posed not only to the Palestinian people but also to the
peoples of the entire region whose aspirations with regard to
progress and development were seriously jeopardized therebye

110. The representative of Saudi Arabia expressed agreement with
the statement of previous speakers on the effects of the
Iran-Iraq war and its depletion of Irag*s resources in partic-—
ular and those of the Arab States in general. He affirmed the
evil and destructive effects of the existence of Israel and the
exhaustion of the energies of the Arab nation and called upon
the international community to make positive efforts to achieve
stability in the regione

111« The representative of Jordan called for an ECWA report to
reflect certain numerical data on the economic effects of the
continued stalemate in reaching a just solution to the Palesti-
nian issue and the Iran-Iraq ware whether in the Fform of abso-
lute numbers or percentagess and of their effects on the
national income of Jordany Iraq and the surrounding Statese.

112. The representative of Egypt said that the document pre-
sented by the secretariat should have been clearer and have con-
tained more up-to-date information and that the data would have
been more readily available if there had been a freer flos of
information between ECWA and member Statess. He gave examples
from the data contained in the document on the decline in the
annual growth rate of the gross domestic product of the coun-—
tries of the regione He called for the data relating to Egypt
to be made explicit and stated that it was not sufficient merely
to use the words "excluding Egypt™. The statement in the report
concerning the allocation of 1 per cent of GNP to assistance to
the developing countries applied to wealthys industrialized,
developed countries and not to oil-producing countries as suche
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113« The Executive Secretary said that the effect of the Iran -
Iraq war was not restricted to Iraq but extended to a number of
Arab countriese With regard to the correction of some of the
information contained in the documents the secretariat would be
pleased to receive the information as quickly as possible in
order to make the necessary amendments to the document before
its submission to the Economic and Social Councile

—— . . — ——— — — S — G — —— T — - o

(agenda item T)

114 The secretariat presented document E/ECWA/XI/B containing a
report and a number of annexes summarizing the basic documentse
proceedings and follow-up action at the regional level to world
conferencese It covered the following conferences and meetings:

(a) FAOQ/ECWA Regional Intergovernmental Consultation_on

Rural Development_in_the Near East _Region_as_a
Follow—up to WCARRD

115 In its presentation of the items the secretariat stated
that the Consultationy which it had organizedy came as a fol-
low-up to the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development held at Rome in 1979y and had reviewed national pol-
icies for agrarian and rural reform and the topic of the elimi-
nation of poverty in the countryside. The recommendations
arrived at by the Consultation would be taken into account in
the Commission®s work programmeses

116« The representative of Saudi Arabta expressed the desire for
more information on the rural projects undertaken by various
countries of the regione.

117« In the framework of this item the secretariat referred to
both the General Assembly resolution establishing 1985 as the
International Youth Year under the motto of participations peace
and development and to the established programme of wmeasures and
activities concerning the preparation of the International Youth
Yeare On the basis of that programmes the Lommission had organ-
ized & regional meeting of the members of ECWA in preparation
for the International Youth Year in co-operation with the United
Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairse.
The secretariat had submitted two basic working documents to
that meetings namely on the situation and needs of youth in the
Western Asia regiony and a regional plan of action for youth in
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the Western Asia region. The meeting approved the regional plan
of action which was to be presented to the World Conference on
the International Youth Year scheduled to be held in 1985.

(c) Yhe Western Asia_Regional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations_Congress_on_the
Prevention of Crime _and_the Treatment
of Offenderss

118. In ' introducing that itemy the secretariat mentioned that
the meeting was one of several reqgional preparatory meetings
being held to discuss the provisional agenda of the Seventh
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Yreatment of Offenderse scheduled for 1985y and to Fforwmulate
appropriate recommendations on preparatory steps and the prepa-
ration of documents for the Congress. The secretariat had
participated in the organization of that meeting by making the
necessary arrangements for it to be convened and by providing
technical assistance in the course of the proceedingse The
meeting discussed conditions prevailing in the ECWA region with
regard to the prevention of crime and to social justices with
particular emphasis on the region®s characteristic features and
peculiarities in that respect. The wmeeting also adopted a
resolution entitled "Establishment of an Arab Regional Institute
for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders®™,
affiliated to the United Nationse

(d) The Regqional Conference on_ Population in the Arab
Wworld in preparation for the International Conference
on_ Population

119« In introducing that iteme the secretariat drew attention to
the fact that the meeting had been the First achievement of
co-operation between ECWA and the League of Arab States and that
the United Nations Fund for Population Activitiese the States
members of the Leaque of Arab Statess of ECWA and of the Econom—
ic Commission for Africa as well as internationalsy regionaly
governmental and non-governmental organizations had also partic—
tpatedes Yhat meeting had led to the issue of the “Amman
Declaration® on population in the Arab Worldey a document
reflecting the region®s view of population and development
issuesy which also expressed the need felt by States of the
region to achieve the comprehensive development of the Arab
countries. The Executive Secretary then drew attention to the
Arab Parliamentary Congress which was due to be held at Tunise
In this connection he expressed the hope that Arab delegations
attending that meeting would adopt a position consistent with
the Amman Declaratione and that they would also adopt a unified
stand at the International Conference on Population to be held
in Mexico in August that yearve

120. The representative of the United MNations Fund Ffor Popu-
lation Activities expressed gratitude to the secretariat of ECHA
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ence on Population. Moreovery he appreciated the fact that the
Conference had been the product of the joint endeavours of ECNWA
and the League of Arab Statesy and expressed the hope that such
co-operation would be further developed for the bhenefit of the
States of the regione

121« The representative of the United Nations Population Divi—
sion said that a number of preparatory papers for the Mexico
Conference had already been produced and that the Population
Division was also preparing the scientific documents needed for
that Conference in the light of the decisions of the Economic
and Social Councile

3. The Commission's preparations for UNIDO 1V
({agenda item 8)

122, The Executive Secretary presented documents EJECHA/XI/ 9
E/ECWA/XI/9/Adde1l and EFJECWHA/KI/9/Adde?2 which comprised the cowm-~
mission®'s preparatory work for UNIDO IV in accordance with the
resolution adopted at the tenth session. He stated that the
secretariat had prepared three documents on issues put forward
for considerations which were of special interest to the regione
A conference of the ministers of industry of the Arab States was
scheduled for Maye, 1984 and ECWA intended to participate in it
in order to formulate a limited Arab regional stand at the Vien-
na conferencee

123s The representative of the Arab Industrial Development
Organization drew attention to the significance of the Fourth
General Conference of UNIDO and proposed that a unified position
be adopted by the Arab States with regard to the items on its
agendae. He said that the Arab Industrial Development Organiza-
tion had prepared a number of background papers on those
sub jects which would be presented to the Arab Ministers of
Industry at the Sixth Conference on Industrial Developmenty with
a view to determining a consistent Arab positions as was
requireds He also expressed the Organization®'s preparedness to
co-operate fully with ECWA and elaborate a joint working paper
on that basis.

124« The representative of Iraq called for a unified Arab posi-
tion as to the remedy to be applied to the imbalance in the sec-
toral structure of the composition of Arab productions as well
as the increased participation of the Arab transformation indus-—
tries 1n the formation of the Arab gross domestic products. He
added that in spite of the efforts made during the 1960s to rec-
tify the course of Arab industrial development, there had been a
decline in the relative importance of the output of transforma-—
tion industries 3s a proportion of the Arab gross domestic
producte. Moreovere the structure of Arab transformation indus-—
tries was characterized by the predominance of industries
producing intermediate and consumer goods at the expense of

33



those producing capital goods which accounted for merely 15 per
cent of the output of all Arab transformation industries.

125. The representative of Egypt observed the fact that the sta-
tistical information contained in document EJECWA/XI/9/Add<2 was
out of dates He said that he noted certain inconsistenciess in
respect of the years for which data were providedy which gave
the impression that data were not available andy therefores not
fully wusablees He requested that such information should be
updated, stating that it would be possiblie to obtain data up to
1982

126« Yhe representative of Saudi Arabia expressed his del-
egation®s appreciation of the quality of the document prepared
and requested that it be made to include concise information on
scientific developments and the transfer of technology in the
region as well as on the importance of technical and industrial
traininge

127« The representative of Jordan suggested that greater empha-—
sis should be placed on the need for co-operation with the Arab
industrial Development Organization with regard to the formu-
lation of common ideas for the unified Arab position which was
to set guidelines for the Arab States in their debate on the
agenda of UNIDD IVe He also stressed the significance of the
study on the comparison of the geographical distribution of
industry and the distribution of the population in the Arab
States. He said that in connection with the six topics selected
in the proposed paperse due consideration had to be given to the
role of the continuation of the problem of Palestiney the inva-
sion of Lebanon and the Iran-Iraq war and their impact on Arab
industrial developmente

e i s o < s AT v S i S G S i .

(2genda item 9)

128 The secretariat reviewed the financial status of the Com-—
mission?s programmes as set forth in document E/ECWA/XI/10 on
the financial status of the regular programme budget of the Com-
mission. Details on extrabudgetary sources of financing avail-
able to the Commission in 1983 were contained in documents
E/ECWA/XI/10/Adds1 and E/ECWA/X1/107Addel/Suppele Document
E/ECWA/XI/10/Adde2 contained a report by the secretariat on the
status of the Trust Fund for ECWA Regional Activitieses

129» The representative of Iraq made an observation concerning
document E/ECWA/XI/10 on the regular programme budget of the
Commissiony which he said indicated the total resources allo-
cated to two bienniums 1982-1983 and 1984-1985. He added that
the document failed to account for amounts spent under allo-
cations for the period 1982-1983 ands thereforey provided no
basis for a sound and realistic comparison between requirements
in the two periodse especially since amounts allocated for both

34




periods were in fact to be spent mostly on the salaries of staff
members and because there was a high post vacancy rate of 30 per
cent in administration in 1983 which had been lowered to 25 per
cent in April 1983.

130« The secretariat replied to the question raised by the rep-
resentative of Iraq with regard to document E/ECWA/XI/10 by say-—
ing that it did not contain an account of expenses incurred on
top of allocations because the regular final accounts for the
period 1982-83 had not yet been complieted when the document was
presentedes It added that notwithstanding the high proportion of
post vacanciess the increase in vesources was attributable to
expenses incurred as 3 result of the transfer of ECWA from Bei-
rut to Baghdad and the costs of maintaining the new permanent
headquarters building in Baghdade

{agenda item 10)

13l The secretariat intvoduced that item in accordance with
the Commission®s resolution 119(X) on the policy-making struc—
ture of the Commission as contained in document {EJECHA/XI/11).

132. TYhe representative of the Republic of Irag made a number
of observations on that item. He stated that it was primarily
intended to shed tight on certain achievements in the sphere of
joint Arab economic co-operation and to avoid the duplication of
efforts to promote joint Arab developmente He drew attention to
the efforts made by the Council for Arab Economic Unity to
expand the membership of the Arab Common Market and the fact
that a "compensation fund™ was being set up to facilitate the
accession to membership of the least developed Arab countriess
Furthermorey the Council was endeavouring to transform the mar-
ket from a °*free trade 2zone® to a customs wunion and a large
number of measures had already been taken with regard to the
unification of legislationy customs requlations and a common
external tariff applicable to outside trading partnerss Such
measures and accomplishments deserved to be followed up and con-
sidered attentively because in the ffinal analysis they Ffell
Wwithin the scope of the Commission®s interest in current issues
in regtonal economic co-~operation and integrations He went on
to mention the two main documents adopted at the eleventh Arab
Summit Conference in Amman in 1980y namely the document on the
joint Arab economic working strategy and the document on the
National Economic Horking Charter. He said that those two docu—
ments constituted an important turning point in the YArab
collective evolution®™ and that they had led to fundamental
changes in the Arab economies and embodied the organic links
between theme He stressed the need to keep Arab economic
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co-operation clear of Arab conflicts and invoivement in the

‘emerging political disputes and crisess and in compliance with

the provisions of the National Economic Working Chartere He
referred to the common convention on Arab capital investment in
the Arab States and the agreement to facilitate and develop
trade flows between the Arap Statess. On the subject of the par-
ticipation of the private sector in the sphere of regional
co-operations he said that it was essential to benefit from the
efforts being made by the League of Arab Statesy the Arab Insti-
tution for Investment Insurances the General Federation of
Chambers of Commerces Industry and Agriculture in the Arab coun—
tries to convene and organize special conferences Ffor Arab
businessmen and investors aimed at encouraging the private sec-
tor to participate in the promotion of joint Arab developmente
On the subject of manpower movements within the ECWA regions the
labour-exporting and labour-importing countries called for the
elaboration of a long-term perspective of the region®s manpower
needs; i1n this connections it was proposed that countries con-
cerned should conclude bilateral and multilateral agreements in
order to control manpower movements across their national bor-
ders and organize their transfer within the regione

133. The representative of Egypt agreed with the observations of
the representative of Irag and called for attention to be paid
to studying the extent to which it was possible to continue eco-
nomic co-operation in all its forms among the States of the
region in spite of the political circumstances that might inter-
venee He called for priority to be giveny whenever possibies to
technical Arab manpowere.

134« The representative of the International Chamber of Commerce
said he was of the view that co-operation and co-ordination
among Arab ana international organizations and institutions
including ECWAs and among Arab businessmen and investors through
their chambers of commerce or federations or through their Gen-
eral Federation could contribute to the strengthening of joint
Arab economic dactione

135. The representative of Qatar referred to the fact that
achievements of the Gulf Co-operation Council! included the abol-
ition of customs duties on trade in national products ameng the
member States and freedom of movement for capital and citizensy
as a preliminary stage towards the creation of a Gulf common
marketes

136s The secretariat noted that the brief study presented under
the agenda item in document E/ZECWA/XI/11 did not contain an
evaluation of the activities and efforts of the countries of the
region in the field of regional co-operatione it was intended
to give an opportunity to member States to provide the Lommis-—
sion with information and ideas on new forms of reqgional
co-operation and integration between theme.
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6« Lo-operation among developing countries_and
regional_organizations
{agenda item 11)

137. The secretariat introduced document EFECWA/XI/12 containing
3 report on the activities it had undertaken to strengthen and
consclidate economic and technical co-operation among developing
countries and regional organizations in implementation of Eco-
nomic aid Social Council resclution 1983/50 of 28 July 1983.
The document covered the promotional activities of the Commis-
sion in support of co-operation among the developing countries
in generaly and particulariy at the regional levely in the
fields of institution buildinge It did so through the provision
of advisory and training services and the co-ordination and har-
montzation of research activitiesy activities relating to
execution s the exchange of informatione co-ordination in the
fields of financial support for technical co—-operation among
developing countriesy and activities related to publications,
training workshops and seminarsSe

138 The representative of the Arab Telecommunication Union
called for strengthening modes of co-operation between ECWA and
ATUe particularly in the technical field.

T. Amendments to_the provisional rules of procedure
of the Commission
{agenda i1tem 12)

139. The secretariat presented document E/ECWA/XI/13 on the pro-
posed change of the date of the opening of the session from the
third Monday of April to the third Sundays of the same monthe
The proposal was discussed at a closed meeting of the heads of
delegationssy at the outcome of which it was agreed that the
annual date for the opening of the session would be the third
Saturday in Aprile.

8« Transport and Communications Decade_in_Asia_and_the
Pacific
{agenda item 13)

140. The secretariat introduced document E/ECWA/XI/1l4 containing
a review of measures taken by ECWA in implementation of Economic
and Social Council resolution 1983769 of 29 July 1983 concerning
the Transport and Communications Decade in Asia and the Pacificy
1985-1994« The secretariat had established appropriate contact
with the secretariat of ESCAP in order to monitor the activities
to be undertaken in preparation for the Decadee
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9. Decentralization (General Assembly resolution 32/197
on_restructuring of the economic_and_social_sectors
of _the United Nations_system)

{agenda item 14)

141. The secretariat introduced document EJECWA/XI/15/Revel and
stated that based on General Assembly resolution 32/197, which
defined the basis for the implementation of the decentralization
process and resolution 357197y which focused on the restructur-—
ing of the support services in the Secretariat at Headquarters,
and resolution 337202 which vested the regional commissions
with the status of executing agencies for intersectoral projects
at the regionals subregional and interregional levels or for
projects not falling within the scope of the responsibilities of
the specialized agencies and which were undertaken by the
Department of Technical Co—-operation for Development and in
accordance w~ith General Assembly resolution 377214y the regional
commissions and the units concerned at Headquarters exchanged
views on the current distribution of responsibilities in all
programme fields and consequently the field of social develop-.
ment had been assigned to ECWA. The secretariat pointed out
thaty as a result of the consultation that had taken place
between Headquarters and the regional commissionsy it had been
agreed that there was 4 need to pay more attention to the
strengthening of the resolutions of the regional commissions and
to ensure that agreement was reached on the types of activities
to be carried out during the current biennium or in the coming
programme budget. There was also a need to study the list of
joint activities so that they could be carried out at an early
datee. Special importance was attached to the question of the
decentralization of resources and the need to achieve decentral-
ization of activities when preparing the coming programnme
budgete

10. Other business
{agenda item 15)

142. The representative of Lebanon expressed his Government®s
appreciation and gratitude for the reference to Lebanon made in
the address by Mre Taha Yassine Ramadans First Oeputy Prime Min—
ister of Iragqe He called upon the secretariat to give priority
to meeting the requests that Lebanon would be making to the Com-
missionsy particularly since its special circumstances over a
period of nine vyears had prevented it from making full use of
the Commission®s servicese
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1l Report of the Standing Committee for the Programme
(agenda item 16)

143. TYhe Standing Committee for the Programme met at ECWA head-
quarters €from 22 to 26 April 1984 (see parase 45 and 146
below) e

12« Adoption of the Commission®s report on its
eleventh session
(agenda item 17T)

144« At the sixth plenary meetinge held on 26 April 1984 the
Commission adopted its draft report to the Economic and Social
Council and authorized the Rapporteur to finalize the report and
introduce any requisite editorial changes <

De Progqramme of work and priorities

145« The Standing Committee for the Programme discussed the pro—
gramme of work and priorities and the updating of the wmedi-
um—term plan for the period 1984-1985 and submitted its report
(EJECHA/XI/T/Reval) to the eleventh session of ECWA.

146. At the sixth plenary meetinge held on 26 April! 1984y the
eleventh session of ECWA adopted the report of the Standing Com-
mittee for the Programme as well as the resolution of the Stand-
ing Committee.
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IVe RESGLUTIDNS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS
ELEVENTYH SESSION

124(XI) Study of the_economic_and_sacial _conditions
and potential of_the Palestinian_Arab _people¥

——— o —— ——— ——

The Economic_Commission_for Western Asias

the preparation of a comprehensive study of the economic and
social situation and potential of the Palestinian Arab peoples

e e i e o S o —— ——— —————

Taking _cognizance of the note submitted by the Executive
Secretary concerning the study under consideratione

le Decides to refer to member States the complete study
together with its summarys and the report of the sub-coamittee
established pursuant to its resolution 123(x})» so that they may
make observations thereon within a period not exceeding four

months;

2. Reguests the sub-committee to meet after that period
has 1lapsedy in order to consider the observations of member
States and revise the complete and summarized versions of the
study on the basis of those observations with a view to the pro-
duction of a new study and summary thereofs within a period not

exceeding eight months;

3. Invites member States to finance the emoluments of the
members of the sub-committee and the costs of translating the
complete study into Arabic if required after its revisions on
the basis of the financial estimate presented by the Executive

Secretary of the Lommission;

4o Decides to distribute to non-members neither the study

nor its summary until these have been revised and approved at
the twelfth session of the Ecomomic Commission for Western Asiae.

6th meeting
26 Aprily 1984

125(XI) General policy-making_structure of the Commission

126(XI) Staff _and_adwinistrative guestions

These resolutions appear in chapter Ie.

o~

¥ See parde 105 of this report for the discussion leading to
the adoption of this resolution.
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127(XI) Fourth_General Conference of the United Nations
Industrial _Development Organization_ (UNIDO IV)#

The Economic Commission for Western Asias

Recalling General Assembly resolution 377212 in which the
draft provisional agenda for the Fourth General Conference of
the United Nations Industrial DOevelopment Organization (UNIDO
IV) was approvedr

Appreciating the endeavours made by the secretariat of the
Economic Commission for Western Asia to prepare for the Fourth
General Lonference of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO IV) due to be held at Vienna from 2 to 18
August 1984y including the reports submitted in this connection
to the Commission®s eleventh session by the Executive Secretarys

l. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to provide
the members of the Lommission with technical assistance in the
form of information and studies on the topics for discussion at
UNIDO IVe and to maintain co-ordination with the Arab Industrial
Development Organization in this respect;

2« Further regquests the Executive Secretary to include in
the agenda of the twelfth session a special item on the recomm-
endations and outcome of the Fourth General Conference of the

United Nations [ndustrial Development Organizatione

6th meeting
26 April 1984

¥ See parase 122-127 of this report for the discussion
leading to the adoption of this resolutione
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128(XI) Regional Conference on_Population_ in_the Acrab
World in_preparation for_the_ International
Conference_on_Population

The Economic_Commission for_ Western Asiay

Recalling the efforts made internationally to prepare for
the International Conference on Population (1984) and assess the
achievements made in the field of population questions since the

holding of the World Population Conference at Bucharest in 1974,

Appreciating the efforts made by the secretariat to imple-
ment its population programme and the support that the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities is providing for that

progyrammes

Appreciating_further the achievements made by the secretar-
iat in holding the Regional Population Conference on Population
in the Arab World (Ammane 25-29 March 1984%4) in collaboration
with the secretariat of the League of Arab Statess with a view
to preparing for the International Conference on Population
(1984)y as stated in the note by the Executive Secretary on fol~-
low-up action at the regional level to United Nations world

conferences and ECWA regional meetings¥ <y

Taking note of the report of the Preparatory Committee for

the International Conference on Populationes 1984%%%F,

le Endorses the Amman Oeclaration on Population in the
Arab world issued by the Regional Conference and regards it as a
contribution by the Economic Commission for Western Asia to the

preparation of the International Conference on Populations 1984;

¢ See parase 119-121 of this report for the discussion
leading to the adoption of this resolutione

£x EJECWA/XI/fBe

%% FEconomic and Social Council (E/1984/28).
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Ze Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the
twelfth session of the Commission on the work and resolutions of
the International Conference.

6th meeting
26 April 1984
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129(XI) Strengthening of national capabilities in the
field of household surveys?®

The Economic Lommission for Western Asias

Taking note of the report of the Executive Secretary on
progress made in the field of regional technical co—operatione
particularly with regard to the strengthening of national capa-
bilities in the field of household surveyse

Recalling that the programme on the strengthening of
national capabilities in the field of household surveys was
established ¢to help the members of the Commission to secure
through household surveyse a constant flow of the statistical
information needed for the formulation and approval of develop—
ment plans and policies as well as the enhancement of their
national capabilities to carry out such surveys,

Aware that a number of States which prepared detailed
household survey programmes have been unable to begin their
implementation owing to the lack of requisite technical and
financial resourcesy

Mindful of the importance of the technical assistance in
that field provided by the secretariat®s Household Survey Unit
to members of the Commissiony

l« Emphasizes the need to enable all States members of the
Commission which have prepared household survey programmes to
implement those programmes with a view to their utilization in
development planning operationse taking advantage of the techni-
cal services provided by the C(ommission®s secretariat in that
respect;

*See paras 80 of this report for the discussion leading to
the adoption of this resolutione.
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2. Urges financial organizations and bodies to continue to
provide such frnancial and technical support within the frame-—
work of their technical co-operation programmess as to enable
the members of the Commission to implement their national house-
hold survey programmess

6th meeting
26 April 1984
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130(XI) Strengthening of the ECWA_programme_in
the area of increasing the participation
of Arab women_in_development®

The Economic_ Commission for Kestern Asias

Guided by Geneval Assembly resolution 3520¢(XXX) of 15
December 1975 which called upon the regional cosmissions to give
priority to the development and implementation of effective
strategies to further the objectives of the World Plan of Action
aimed at increasing the participation of women in development at
the regional and subregional levelsy bearing in mind the circum—

stances and priorities of each States

Recalling its wunanimous resolution 17(I1) of 9 May 1975
which requested the Executive Secretary to intensify the
secretariat®s activities in that field,

Recalling further its unanimous resolution 66(V) of 6 Octo-
ber 1978 which adopted the recommendations of the regional plan
of action concerning the responsibilities of ECWA in the field
of women and developmenty and urged the Executive Secretary to
intensify efforts to implement those recommendations through the
necessary programmes and activitiesy

Appreciating the contribution of the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women to the technical assistance pro—
jects carried out by the ECWA secretariat for the benefit of its
membersy thereby highlighting the importance of ongoing support
by the international community for that Fund in order to enable
it to continue its activitiese

Bearing in__mind General Assembly resolution 35/136 of 11
December 1980 which called for the conveninge at the conclusion
of the United Nations Decade for Womens of a world conference to
review and appraise achievements in that fields

Mindful of the special importance of the participation of

the official delegations of its members in the regional prepara—
tory meeting scheduled for December 1984 with a view to the

# See parase 73 and 74 of this report for the discussion
leading to the adoption of this resolutiones
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adoption of the official documents and common positions consti-—
tuting its contribution to the World Conference on the United
Nations Decade for Women to be held at Nairobi in 1985, and also
mindful of the importance of extensive participation by their
delegations in the said World Conferences

le Urges the Executive Secretary to establish the neces—
sary contacts with the League of Arab Statesy its specialized
agenciesy and other Arab regional organizations concerned with a
view to contributing towards the holding of the Regional Meeting
on Women as part of the Commission’s activities in preparation
for the World Conference on the United Nations Decade for Women;

2« Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a report on
the possibility of establishing a regional projecty within the
context of the programme on womeny in co-operation with interna-
tional and Arab regional organizations and bodiesy which would
be implemented through the secretariat for the conduct of
research and studies and the provision of technical assistance
and advisory services at the national and ECWA reqgional levels,
taking into consideration the various sources of financing like~
ly to meet the needs of that projecte.

6th meeting
26 April 1984
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131{XI} Information system at the_Economic Commission
for Western Asia¥

The Economic Commission for Western Asiay

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1981763 on
the strengthening and co-ordination of information systems in
the United Nationse

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 36/237 of 18
December 1981 on the establishment of an information systems
unit in the Department of International Economic and Social
Affairs of the United Mationss

Mindful of the essential services that an information sys—
tem at ECWA could provide for members of the Commission and oth-
er potential userss

Yaking note of the report of the Executive Secretary on the
Commission®s work in the field of information systemsy

l= Requests the Executive Secretary to elaborate a compre—
hensive programme of work to develop the secretariat®s informa—
tion infrastructure within the context of the 1986-1987
programme of work and priorities comprising projects that could
be financed from various extrabudgetary sources;

2« Further requests the Executive Secretary to co—operate
with Arabey regional and international organizations for the pur—
poses of co-ordinating the information programmey ensuring com-—
plementarity and preventing duplication;

3= Calls upon the Executive Secretary to report to the
fourth session of the Standing Committee for the Programme on
the programme of work for the development of the information
systems

6th meeting
26 April 1984

*The Standing Committee fof the Programme referred this pro—
ject resolution to the eleventh sessione See the report of the
Standing Committee (EJECHWA/XI/T/Revel)s
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132(X1) Economic_and_social _conditions of the Palestinian
Arab people under occupation¥

Yhe Economic Commission for Western Asiae

Recalling its resolution 30(III) of 14 May 1976 urging the
Economic and Social Council to work towards the speedy adoption
of practical measures to ensure the improvement of the economic
and social conditions of the Palestinian Arab people in their
homelands and its resolution 108(IX) of 11 May 1982 on assist—
ance to the Palestine Liberation Organization,

Recalling _also the substance of paragraphs 14 and 15 of
section (b) of the Geneva Declaration on Palestine and the work
programme on the exercise of Palestinian rights which, respec-
tivelys contained recommendations to “undertake measures to
alleviate the economic and social burdens borne by the Palesti-
nian people as a result of the continued Israeli occupation of
their territories since 1967" and to "consider contributing or
increasing special contributions to the proposed budgetss pro-
grammes and projects of the relevant organsy funds and agencies
of the United Nations system that have been requested to provide
humanitariane economic and social assistance to the Palestinian
people®,

l« Expresses gratitude to the Executive Secretary for the

secretariat®s efforts to conduct social and economic studies on
the Palestinian people;

2w Calls _upon the Executive Secretary to continue to

devote special attention to social and economic studies on the
Poslestinian people in the occupied territorieses

6th meeting
16 April 1984

¥ This resoclution was submitted by the delegation of the
Palestine Liberation Organization and it was adopted unanimously
by the Commission.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF ACVIONS
AND PROPOSALS OF THE COMMISSION
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Programme_budget _for_ the biennium 1984—-85

Administrative and financial_implications of draft
resolution No»125(XI) on the general policy—-making
structure of the Commission

Note by the Executive Secretary

le In paragraph one of ECWA resolution 125(X1I) on the general
policy-making structure of the Commissiony the Economic Commis—
sion for Western Asia recommends that the Economic and Social
Council should designate the Standing Cowmittee for the Pro—
gramme as a Technical Cownittee and it add to the Committee's
terms of reference the item "discussion of the items on the pro—
visional agenda of the annual session in preparation for the
Commission®s meeting at the ministerial level®.

2e In paragraph two of the resolution the Commission decided
that rule 1A of the Commission®s provisional rules of procedure
stould be amended to read that the session would begin normallys
annually on the Saturday of the 3rd week of Aprila

3. The present working hours at the secretariat of the Commis—
sion are from 7«30 pem to 2.30 pem Sunday through Thursday. The
convening of the session on Saturday would require the secretar-—
iat to work beyond the normal tour of dutys for which addi tional
payment should be wmade to staff members in the general service
catagorys

Ga It is estimated that the servicing of the session on Satur-
day by the secretariat would require all the general service
staff membars in the Conference Services Sections some of the
general service staff members in the General Services Section
and a number of secretaries detailed from other substantive
areas of the secretariat. Based on past experience a total of
100 general service staff members would be required to work
overtime to service the session on Saturdays

Se In the event the draft resolution is adopted by the Commis-—
sion a total of $US 1G000 would be required for the payment of
overtime in 1985 for the staff members in the general service
category who will be requested to service the Saturday segssion
cf the Commissione In future years the annual amount of - ten
thousand dollars will be increased according to the rate of
inflatione
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Annex II

LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION AY
ITS ELEVENTH SESSSION

Titlie

Symbol Agenda
Item
EJECHA/XI /] 3
E/ECWA/X1/1/Revael 3
EJECWA/XI /1 /Reve? 3
E/ECHA/XTI /1 /Revel/Add. ] 3
EJECHA/XI 2 %
E/ECHA/XI/3 5
EJECHA/XI/3/Revel
E/ECHWA/XT1/3/Reve 2
ESECHA/ XTI /3 /Reval
E/ECWA/XI /4 /Part | 6(3)
and Correl
E/ECHA/XI /& /Part II 6(a)

Provisional aqgenda
Provisional agenda
Agenda

Annotated provisional
agenda

Organization of work

Invitation of States
Hembers of the United
NMations not members of
the Commission to
participate in a
consultative capacity in
the activities of the
eleventh session of the
Commi ssion

Progress made in the
implementation of the
work programme

Yechnical co-operation

activities and technical
assistance projects
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E/ECWA/XT/&/Add1/
Park 1
EJECMA/XI /4 /Addel/
Part 11

EJECHA/XT /S

E/ECWA/XI/S/Addel

E/JECHA/X1/6
and Correl

E/ECHA/XI /6 /Adde]

EJECWAZXI /T

EJECWA/XL/8

E/ECWA/X1/9
EJECWA/XT s97Add .1
E/ECHA/XT/9/Add <2
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6(a)

6(b)

6¢(b)

6(c)

6(c)

Progress made in the
implementation of the
work programme

Addendum
Executi ve susmaries

Report on the activities
of the Commission:
Follow-up action on the
resolutionsy of the
Comui 55 10N

Report on the activities
of the Commissions
Follow-up action on the
resoliutions of the
Commission {resolution
116(x})

Mid-term review and
appraisal .of progress in
the implementation of the
International Dewelopment
Strategy for the Third
United Nations UDevelopment
Decade in the ECWA region
(summary}

Mid-term veview and
appraisal of progress in
the implementation of the
Inter national Development
Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development
Decade in the ECWA region

Report of the Standing
Committee for the
Progr amme

Follow-up action at the
regional level to United
Nations world conferences
and ECHWA regional
meetings

The Commission®s
prepavations for UNIDD IV
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E/ECHWA/XI/10 10
E/ECHA/XI/10/Adde1
E/ECHA/X1/10/7Adde1l/

Supplel

E/ECWA/XI/10/Adde2
EJECWA/XI/1L 11
E/ECHA/XT/12 12
E/ECMA/X1/13 13
E/ECHA/XI/14 is
E/ECWA/XI/1S 15
E/JECWA/XI/15/Revel

The financial status of
the Commission®s

progr ammes:

Requl ar programme budget
of the Commission

The financial status of
the Commission®s

Progr amaes:
Extrabudgetary resources
supporting the

Commi ssion®s programmes

The financial status of
the Commission®s

progr ammes:
Extrabudgetary resources
supporting the
Commission®s programmes

The financial status of
the Commission®s

progr ammes:

YThe Trust Fund for ECWA
Regional Activities

Current issues in
regional co—operation
and integration in
Western Asia

Co-operation among
developing countries and
regional organizations

Amendments to the
provisional rules of
procedure:z Date of the
opening of the session

Yransport and Communica—
tions Decade in Asia and
the Pacificey 1985-199%

Decentralization: General
Assembly Resolution 327197
on restructuring of the
economic and social sectors
of the United Nations
system
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EJECHA/XI/LIG

E/ECWA/XI/INFal

EJECHA/XI/INFo2/Reval

E/ECHA/XI/INFo3/Revae2
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Draft final report

Information for
participants

List of documents

List of participants
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ISSUED SINCE THE
TENTH SESSION




Symbol
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Title

E/ECWA/AGR/83/6

€/ECWA/AGR /83 /9

EJECWA/AGR/84/2

E/ECHA/AGR /WG 1%/12

EJECWA/AGR/IGe1/10

EJECHA/ZAGR/WG15/79

EJECHA/DPD /7848

E/ECWHA/DPD/WHGL15

The status and management of
agricultural resources in the
ECWA region

Pastoral amd livestock management
systems in the ECWA region

Review of the sample design for
the agricultural household survey
in the Yemen Arab Republic

Report of the Expert Group Meeting
on Review of Experiences with Rural
Development Projects in Countries
of Western Asia (Baghdad,
September/October 1983)

Report of the Expert Group
Meeting on Review of Experiences
with Rural Oevelopment Projects
in Countries of Western Asia
{Baghdady DOctober 1983)

Report of the Expert Group Meeting
on Constraints in Agricultural
Planning and Resource

Mobilization for Food Programmes
in the ECWA Region {Baghdady
December 1983)

Agriculture_and Development,
Annual Bulletin No« S5 (1983)

The operations of transnational
banks in the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan

Expert Group Meeting on Feasible
Forms of Economic Co—-operation
and Integration in Western Asia

Review and appraisal of the
implementation of the International
Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade
in the ECWA region (August 1983)
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E/ECWA/ID/83/6

E/ECWA/ID/WG.8/41

E/ECWAZ ID/ /WG9 /FR

E/ECWA/NR/83/2

E/ECWA/NR/WG=2

E/ECHA/POP/Conf.5/CRP]

E/ECWA/PPCU
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Survey of Economic and Social
Developments_in the ECHWA Region
{Baghdads 1984)

Studies on development problems in
countries of Westesrn Asia
{1983}

Report on the Expert Group Meeting
on Electrical Network
Interconnection in the Meshreq
Arab Countries {(Octobere 1983)

Preliminary technological and
economic considerations on the
manufacture of electeonic (semi—
conductor) components

Final report on the Experts Panel
on Electric Power Generators and
Turbines HManufacturing {1984])

Survey of economic analysis of the
actual and potential development
of industrial mineral deposits in
the ECWA region

Energy conservation in the ECWA
region: Prospects and possible
lines of actiony

Natural Resources Bulletine
{vole 19 Nosle 1984&)

Regional programme for new and
renewable sources of energye with
special reference to rural
applicationsa

Natural Resources Bulletiny

{(vole Iy NOels 1984)

Joint ECWA/FSSTD Training Workshop
on Strategic Problems Involved In
importing Technology for Industrial
Investment (Baghdade 1983)

The demographic situation and
prospects for the ECWA region
(1983)

Population BuVletin of ECWA
{Baghdade 1984}

Directory of Regional and National

Training Institutess Research
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E/ECWA/SD/83/3

E/ECHA/SD/B3/5

E/ECHA/SD/83/5/Revael

EJECHWA/SDP /83 /S

E/ECWA/SDP/83/6

E/ECWA/SDP/83/7

E/ECWA/SDP/8&/2

EJECHA/SDP/Confel/a/2

Centresy Specialized Agenciesy
Training_and _Yechnical! University
Programmes Available in_ ECWA
Countries

{volumes T € 11, 1983}

Regional intergovernmental
consultations for formulation

and i1mplementation of a programme
for TCTD: Activities and ideas to
improve such activities at the
interregional level

Progress report to the thirteenth
session of the Lonsultative
Committee on ECLWA®s Voluntary
Fund Activities covering the
period January-December 1982

Progress report of the fourteenth
session of the Consultative
Committee of the Voluntary Fund
for the United Nations Decade for
Women: ECHWA®s activities covering
the period January-June 1983

Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for Women: Role of
rural women in economic development
in the ECWA region

Report of the Workshop on National
Planning and the Integration of
Homen in Developmenty Institute

of Development Planning (Damascussy
10-23 December 1979)

Some demographic implications of
urbanization in the ECWA region

The Role of women®s organizations
in implementing the regional and
international plans of action

Progress vreport to the fifteenth
session of the Consultative
Committee of the Voluntary Fund
for the United Nations Decade for
Women: ECWA®s activities covering
the period Jul y-December 1983

Final report of the Regional
Preparatory Meeting Devoted to the
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E/ECWA/STAT/WGe4/13

E/ECWA/TCTO/8B3/2

E/ECHA/TCTD/83/3

E/JECWA/TCTO/B3/5

E/JECWA/TCTD/B4/2

E/ECWA/TCTD/84/3

International Youth Year for
Western Asia (Baghdad, 1983)

Report of the Expert Group Meeting
on Income Distribution Statistics
in the Arab Countriessy (1983)

External Yrade Bulletin of the
ECWA_Region
l1ste Issue (Baghdade 1983)

Cross Domestic Product, National
Disposal Income and Consolidated
Account Statistics of ECWA
Countriese

— e o ot . e A S S — — — —

Bulletin Noe 5S¢ (1983)

Statistical Abstract of the Region
of the Economic_Commission for

Hestern_ Asiade
6the Issue (Baghdade 1983)

Studies_on_Prices and_Index
Numbers_in_the ECWA_Regiony
1972-1982,

Mathematical analysiss evaluation
and classification of tourism
resources and attractions in the
ECWA region

dest Asian transport networks:
An overview

Strategy for the development of
tourism in the ECWA region

Mid-term review and appraisal

of progress in the implementation
of the International Development
Strateqy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade:
Transportey communications and
tourism

Transport harmonization and
standardization of documents
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E/ECWA/TCT/84/5

E/ECWA/ARDCES/3

Improvement of road maintenance
in the ECWA region

Arab Regional Documentation Centre

for the Economic and Social
Development (198%)
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