118(X) The programme of action in favour of the least
developed countries

The Eronomic Commisszion for Western Asla,

fecalling its resclution 16[II) on a programme of action in faveur of the
least developed countries of the region, paragraph 2 of which urged the
Executive Secretary to continue his efforts to provide additional services and
activities to promote the economic and soclal development process in thase

countries,;

4lso recalling its resolution 100(VIII), paragraph 2 of which requested the
Executive Secretary to intensify the Commission's activities with regard to the

implémentation of the Substantial New Programme of Action at the regional level,
in the light of the results of the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries held at Paris on 14 Décember 1581,

4lso recalling General Assembly reselution 36/194 of 17 December 19817
endersing the Substantial New Programme of Actlon for the 1980z for the Least
Developed Countries which was adopted by the United Natlons Conference on the

Least Developed Countries,

Taking note of General Assembly resclutlon 37/224 of 20 December 1982 on
the implementation of the Substantial Mew Programme of Action which, inter alia,
calls upon all Member States and all organizations and bodies of the United
Kations system to take immediate, concrete and fully adequate measures and steps
to accelerate the implementaticn of the Substantial Mew Programme of Actlon for
the 1980a for the Least Developed Countriles,

Noting with deep regret that development problems in the least developed
countries of the reglon have been aggravated as a result of the natural disasters
with which they were afflicted, particularly in 1982, and that their need for
support from the international community is greater than ever before,

1. Affirms the need for the secretariat to endeavour, within the limits
of its resources and capabllities, to implement as far as possible the
Substantial New Programme of Action for the least developed countries in the

recion;

2. Calls upon the secretariat to focus its advisory activities to the
greatest posszible extent on the least developed countries of the reglon, to
utilize its resources to strengthen infrastructures and to expand training
opportunities therein and to plan, monitor and implement joint ventures
betwesn those-countries;



4. Belleves that the secretariat should diligently seek to explain
and support the needs and requirements for development and for the implementatisn
of development plans In the two least developed countries of -the reglon in
internaticnal forums and meetings which it attends and in the studies and
reports which 1t prepares or helps to prepare for submission and should accord
priority to those countries in the joint programmes proposed and implemented

by the secretariat;

4. Urges States Members of the United Nations and, in particular, the
member States of the Commission to support, bolater and strengthen the.
secretariat's abllity to implement the provizions of this resolution;

5. R ts the Executive Secretary to follow=-up this resolution and
to submit a report thereon to the eleventh session of the Commission-

Tth meeting
11 May 1583



