\\‘ =
¥)UNECE Qi UNeSco

30-31 MAY 2023

+

GLOBAL AND REGIONAL EXPERIENCE :
FROM PAST TWO REPORTING EXERCISES .
ON SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2 AND

ACCELERATION NEEDS

Mr. Aurélien Dumont, Groundwater Section, UNESCO
Mr. Alistair Rieu-Clarke, UNECEexpert, Northumbria University

Mr. Ziad Khayat, Economic Affairs Officer; Climate Change and Natural
Resource Sustainability: Cluster, ESCVWA

CLEAN WATER

AND SANITATION




B O OIS BN T WY

Overview

* Global experience from 2017 and 2020
e Acceleration needs
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1 Global experience: B e SO0 NDICATOR 652

Overall 6.5.2 value

I * Increaseinresponse received and high level of * Not on track
I engagement Only 24 countries report all transboundary surface waters
129 out of 153 countries submitted reports in 2020 and groundwaters covered by operational arrangements.
I (108in 2017) And 32 have 90 % or more of their transboundary waters
I 58 % average national percentage of transboundary covered.
basins covered by operationalarrangements (103 Progress must be accelerated to ensure that all
out of 153 countriesin 2022) transboundary basins are covered by operational
arrangements by 2030
SDG Indicator 6.5.2 values and responses received during the 2"? exercise L e
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Value of SDG indicator 6.5.2 -~
B 90-100% \( - 80% of

Il 70-90% . b 1
B 50-70% » countries
I 30-50%
0 10-30%

0-10%

Final indicator value not available
% No response received

Indicator not applicable
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Global experience: . ol rennremancng ™G SD9 NDICATOR 652
] Aquifer and river and lake basin
components

® Europe, North America and Sub-Saharan Africa Transboundary aquifers Transboundary river and lake basins
show greatest levels of cooperation

I Oceania
I * In Latin America and Asia, much more progress Central and Souther Asia
I is needed for water cooperation Eastern and South-Eastern Asia

Northern Africa and Western Asia

* At least 128 reported surface basins lack

agreements :
I Europe and Northern America

Sub-Saharan Africa

[ atin America and the Caribbean

Ilnsufficient knowledge on groundwater systems, 0 a0 o0 0 00 10 0 a0 a0 e

BUT an unprecedented opportunity for

I countries to consider their transboundary
I aqUiferS: ® Very high90-100% @ High 70-90% @ Medium high 50-70% Medium low 30-50% @ Low 10-30%

Number of UN Member States per SDG region

® Very low 0-10% Data under validation @ Data not available Not applicable

I e contacts between institutions and new data U
| sathered at national level; Positive impact
—> Reporting triggered follow-up actions in

I * gaps identified, allowing prioritization; . . :
countries to improve cooperation

I * additional research carried out

I Beirut, Lebanon, 30-31 May 2023
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e Acceleration
—Building on the impetus offered by SDG 6.5.2 reporting process
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Synergies between reporting and = INTEGRATED MONITORING SDG INDICATOR 6.5.2
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transboundary cooperation
Address Data Gaps F/\

There has been

strong country engagement S D G I N D I CATO R 6 . 5 . 2 1

in the monitoring exercise, but TRANSBOUNDARY WATER COOPERATION Upsca.le

data remains a challenge, capacity

" particularly for transboundary l l development

= " aquifers and countries with no Leveraging and mobilizing expertise
SDG indicator value There is a need to upscale and Capactiy building is
Stsngthen -coordir.Iate the ac.tivit.ies of important for negotiating and
legal mternat-lonal organizations f N implementing operational
ST to provide targetfed ‘.’ :{ arrangements
support to countries

The water conventions and

the draft articles on @
transboundary aquifers Building political will

offer a solid basis upon addressing structural barriers and finding innovative financing 00
which to revise or negotiate mechanisms is needed to address current financing shortfalls "'

new arrangements ‘

Beirut, Lebanon, 30-31 May 2023

[SDG 6 Global Acceleration Framework




Benefits of transboundary water
cooperation for the overall
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sustainable development agenda

Multiple benefits of
cooperation
include peace, regional
Integration, sustainable
development and
environmental protection
The 6.5.2 reporting highlighted the key

role of institutional arrangements for
peace and conflict prevention:

 dispute and conflict prevention is a subject of
cooperation in water agreements or
arrangement in 74% of responses

» settling of differences and conflicts is part of
the joint body tasks and activities in 58% of
responses

Beirut, Lebanon, 30-31 May 2023

Main achievements in cooperating on transboundary
waters — Sect. 1V, Q°2, all reporting countries

Number of countries responding
improved water management NN 72
enhanced regional cooperation, i.e. beyond water I 55
adoption of cooperative arrangements NN 72
adoption of joint plans and programmes NN 75
long-lasting and sustained cooperation NN 70
financial support for joint activities I 51
stronger political will for transboundary water.. NN 55
better knowledge and understanding NN 36
dispute avoidance NN 55
stakeholder engagement NN 65




Transboundary water resources Iin the Arab region

In the Arab region, 21 countries, out of 22, share either transboundary river, lakes, or aquifers
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Second Regional report for SDG indicator 6.5.2 on

Transboundary Cooperation in Arab States

« Completed in Cooperation with UNECE and UNESCO

* Focuses on the need to accelerate progress for
Improving transboundary water cooperation in the Arab
region. e
* Helps to highlight the importance of cooperation and to
address some of the data gaps previously identified.

« More Arab countries sharing transboundary basins
submitted responses compared to 2017. . e B
* On a positive note, not only the number of reporting @
countries has increased, but also the reportmg quality —
has enhanced. !
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Progress between 2017 and 2020

2017- 2020- 2nd
baseline report 97.95
Number of countries that 10 15 N i,
reported responses (out 80
of 21 Arab countries that .
Share I‘IVGI‘S and aqUIferS) Global average for SDG 6.5.2,58%
60 57.54
Average score for the 19% 30%
aquifer component ”
40
Average score for the 13% 29% Arab average for SDG 6.5.2,30%
river and lake basin ” .
component 2
Average score for 19% 30% 0 -
SDG indicator 6.5.2 oo : : : I
Moarocco Qatar Somalia United Arab Iraq Jordan Algeria Tunisia Libya
Emirates

© Copyright ESCW A. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may beused orreproduced in any fom without written permission



Reporting on Transboundary water Cooperation

In the Arab Region indicator 6.5.2 (2020)

occupled LEBANON,

Palestinian
territory %,

SDG indicator 6.5.2
response received by
reporting exercises

- Response received in
the 1st and 2nd exercises

1 Response received in
the 2nd exercise only

[/ No response received

Indicator not applicable
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on

this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.
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National level of cooperation on transboundary water

Overall value of SDG
Indicator 6.5.2

0-10%
P 1030%
B z0-50%
B so-70%
I 70%0%
I 0100 %

Indicator not applicable

*Rabat Beirut .

Cairt;

Final indicator value not available Manama
= oo y * Doha
Additional information 2
is needed .Rlyadh 4 -
Abu Dhabi .

- No response received
Muscat

*  Major cities
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.




Transboundary river and lake basin level cooperation in

the Arab region

Value of river and lake
basin component of
SDG indicator 6.5.2
010 %
B r030% Tunis
. .
. s LI Value of river and lake
N P basin component of SDG
B so70% Rabat Tripoli hdad indicator 6.5.2 at basin level
B 00 B o- 0%
B o000% Kuwait B 10-30%
Indicator not applicable - 30 - 50% <z —/r’
Final indicator value not available Man.’,"a - 50 - 70% < Medjerda River O
Additional information Riyadh Doha Tafna River
is noeded . o Il 70-90%
I o respanse received Abu Dhabi Muscat B o- 100% /r/? By
*  Major cities Additional information M‘ Shatt al Arab
is needed River
No response
received
., Portion of shared
’ surface water basin
outside of Arab region
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L)) e //
§ Y L en &
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AT .
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ESCWA et . Moroni /Jubba-sr?s_belleé‘
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on / 8
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. £7°%%
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gyl
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Arab region

Value of aquifer
component of SDG
indicator 6.5.2

010%
B 00
I o0
I o0
B o0
I o000 %
Indicator not applicable

Final indicator value not available

Additional information
Is needed

I o response received

o Major cities
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on
this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
Final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined.

Transboundary aquifer level cooperation

Beirut . '&ghdad
¢ Kuwait
Cairo * Value of aquifer
component of SDG
Mm."mboh indicator 6.5.2 at basin level
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levements reported by Arab countries In

cooperating on transboundary waters

Stakeholder engagement

Dispute avoidance

Better knowledge and understanding

Stronger political will for transboundary water cooperation

Finandal support for joint activities

Long-lasting and sustained cooperation

Adoption ofjoint plans and programmes |
Adoption of cooperative arrangments |
Enhanced regional cooperation, .. beyond water |

Improved water management

NUMBER OF COUNTRIES RESPONDING o 1 2 3 5 6 7

Y



Main challenges related to cooperation anc
Implementation

Non-participation of certain riparian countries in the agreement

No significant difficulties _

Tense diplomatic relations

Insufficient technical capacity
Insufficient human capacity

Lack of financial resources

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangement with regional laws, policies _
and programmes

Aligning implementation of agreement or arrangement with national laws, policies
and programmes

Number of Countries 0 1 2 3 4 5



Main challenges reported by Arab countries in cooperating

on transboundary waters

* Informationon transboundarywaters, which is needed to
enhance cooperation, is either not sufficiently available or
Emiornmental pressures | available but not easily accessible.

Resource c@ . . .
( * This is especially seen for transboundary groundwater
tangagetarier [ resources

sty cocers |

Sectoral fragmentation at the rational leve! ||| GG
Other |

< Inadequate resources (technical and/or fina_

Limited spatial coverage | Gz
Differences between national administrative and legal framewarks _
Comparability of data and information || NN

Mumber of countries 0 1 1 3 4 5 3 7 8

Lack of relevant data and information

Timing of exchanges | NN

Main challenges to data exchange Frequency of exchanges | N NN NN

Number of Countries 0 1 2 3 4 5

© Copyright ESCW A. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may beused or reproduced in any fom without written permission



tates status with the two United Nations

Water Conventions

LBN 3
MAR TUN PSE
Arab States status with JOR
the two UN global KWT
Water Conventions
UN Watercourse anvention DZA LBY EGY BHR Q AT
2 UN Water Convention
I Both Conventions SAU
Has not joined any UAE
Convention
MRT OMN
SDN YEM
DJI
SOM
The boundaries, names and designations used on this map do not imply \:j(l/ *?‘\jg, L Ee COM
endorsement by the United Nations or contributing organizations. S| i prospeiy Dignified Life & S 3 B
Dotted lines represent borders under negotiation. i A
Comoros shown at larger scale for clarity. ESCWA gt e
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Key messages

Accelerating cooperation on transboundarywatersis a long process that requires understanding and communication
between stakeholders.

Any progressin transboundary water cooperation requires:
Improving understanding of transboundary water resources, especially groundwater resources,
o Allocatingthe necessary funding,

o Improving accessto information,
o Improving monitoring while making use of innovative technologies,
o Mainstreaming cooperation at the institutional level, through the authorities responsible for cooperationand

management of shared water resources

Continuous effortsin joint projects implementation for the conservation and monitoring of water resources will facilitatethe
establishment of transboundary cooperation bodies.

Benefiting from global frameworks or regional processes as guidelines for cooperation.

Using unconventionalfinance such as climate adaptation funds for transboundary settings
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Thanks for listening!
6.5.2 Helpdesk e

@ UNECE:

transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting@un.org

Comuiry mame: [£il ie]

<] UNESCO: Submission
transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting@unesco.org .
deadline -

| Further information on Indicator 6.5.2 30 June 2023
I UN-Water SDG 6
UNESCO Monitoring SDG 6 Data Portal

@ IRy i g @

, @UNECE_Water / @UNESCOWater

€) aunecewater/ @unEscO

m @UNECEWater / @UNESCO

() J B
Beirut, Lebanon, 30-31 May 2023

UNECE il Unesco



https://unece.org/environmental-policy/water/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-security/transboundary_water_cooperation_reporting
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area
https://www.unwater.org/our-work/integrated-monitoring-initiative-sdg-6/indicator-652-proportion-transboundary-basin-area
http://www.sdg6data.org/en/node/1
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