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State of Desertification and
Drought in the Arab Region
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Natural Factors of Desertification and Droughtin the Arab Region
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Anthropological Factors of Desertification and Drought in the Arab Region

Population

- Human density

- Population growth
- Urban sprawl

- Soil consumption

Tourism Agriculture
-Human pressure -Land abandonment
-Unsustainable water -Farmholder ageing
management -Unsustainable
-Increasing density irrigation

Industrialisation
-Soil pollution
-Water pollution
-Soil consumption

Reducing environmental quality

v

Income decreases in agricultural and touristic sectors

Unemployment in low
income areas

Poverty Internal/
external
migration

Source: Salvatiet al., 2007
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Role of Youth in Combating Desertification: Land

fragmentation
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Role of Youth in Modern Agriculture

1. Receiveand protect the national and local legacy in the good management
practices, use of local land races and adapted seed fund.

2. Encourage the spirit of cooperation and associations to agglomerate the
fragmented lands.

3. Precision Aﬁriculture requires GPS and approximate sensing based on mobile
and airborne tield tools for:

1. Use of Modern Apps for the monitoring of soil conditions, crop health,
Evapotranspiration, irrigation schedule.

2. The application of the type and amounts of needed nutritive elements depending on
their available content in the soil and crop requirements.

3. Irrigation management to prevent the accumulation of salts in the soil-groundwater
system.

4. Application of sustainable soil management to protectthe soil against erosion,
pollution and fertility loss.

5. Integrated pest managementto prevent the human and ecological risks from
pesticide application.
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