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Net cereals trade

• 3 regions with 
net cereal 
trade deficit
(export –
import) 

• Arab region 
trade deficit 
keeps 
widening
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Sub-regional net cereals trade

Countries with more 
means and/or less 
natural resources 
rely more on food 
trade
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Net cereals import/export

Net exporters Net importers

All Arab countries are net importers 
with 4 among the top 20 in the world. 
The annual deficit for the region is in 
excess of 80 million tonnes
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Trade deficit & food import/total trade



© Copyright ESCWA. All rights reserved. No part of this presentation in all its property may be used or reproduced in any form without written permission

Food import to GDP

A food to GDP ratio above 3 percent is considered risky

• Only QTR & SAU are below 3%

• 8 countries between 5-10%

• 4 countries well above 10%
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Cereals: production vs consumption

• Act on demand: reduce consumption of cereals

• Increase productivity 

• 4 countries well above 10%
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