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W E ST  A SI A RE G I ON HI G HLIG HTS
 

P rotected A re as

564 designated Protected Areas (PAs)

6 Gre e n  l is te d s ite s  (Arab As ian  cou n trie s) & Egy pt

Man age me n t e ffe ctive ne ss we ak or  n ot  as s e s s ed

5 Nat ur al  or  mixed  Wor l d  H er it ag e sit es



ROWA PROGRAMS & THEMATIC AREAS

Aligning regional needs with Global Agenda

• B iod iv ers i ty ,  W orld  H er i tage &  

P rotec ted  A reas

• D r y l a n d s,  L i v e l i h o o d s &  Ge n d e r

• W a t e r  &  Cl i m a t e  Ch a n g e

• M a r i n e  a n d  Co a st a l  E co sy st e m s



P R O TECTED  A R EA ,  W O R L D  HER I TA GE & B I O D I V ERS ITY  P R O GR A MME

The Protected Areas programme helps to conserve key elements 

of biodiversity, plays a significant role in social and economic 

development, and embodies many practical approaches to 

participatory and collaborative management.

Number of projects (2023): 4 ongoing, 3 in the pipeline

Portfolio: 12.7 M USD (Additional 9 M in the pipeline)

Partners and donors: Government, International Agencies and 

Private Sector

O UR  P A R TNERS



CURRENT I NI TI ATI VES WI TH POTENTI AL 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 



Enhancing management 
effectiveness of protected 

and conserved  areas 
(Egypt, KSA)

Identification of terrestrial 
and marine key biodiversity, 

and  including the within 
PCA systems (UAE)

Restoration of forests and 
rangelands (Jordan, Egypt 

and KSA)

Documentation of 
biodiversity and building 

Data bases in (Kuwait, KSA)

Introducing Nature Based 
Solutions for Biodiversity 

and climate change in 
(Jordan and Egypt)

Capacity Building for 
mainstreaming climate and 

biodiversity  (Kuwait, Egypt, Jordan, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, UAE, KSA)

Alignment of PCA management Plans 
with the Green List Standard 

(monitoring and planning for climate 
change)  (Iraq, KSA, Jordan, Lebanon 

and Egypt)

Introducing Systematic conservation 
planning for climate resilient designs 
and better connectivity  (Jordan, KSA, 

Palestine, Iraq)

I UCN’s Project s on Biodiversity for  Climat e 
Resil iencies The Arab Reg ion



I UCN ’s Project s on Biodiversity for  Climat e 
Resil iencies The Arab Reg ion

Introducing Systematic 
conservation planning for climate 

resilient design and better 
connectivity 

UAE KBA’s updated using the 
Global KBA Standard for the 

first time in the region

Publishing the State of 
Biodiversity of Kuwait

Publishing the 
National Red List of 
Mammals for Jordan

Review and update of the PAs 
network in Palestine (Endorsed by 

the Prime Ministry) 

Review and update of the PAs 
network in Iraq

Review and update of the 
PAs network with the 
integration of Climate 

Change (Jordan - ongoing)

Identification of PA 
management categories (7 

PAs including KSRNR)



SPECI AL ACHI EVEMENTS

IUCN Green List Gap Assessment 
IBEX tool implemented in AlUla, 

KSA

UAE KBA’s updated using the 
Global KBA Standard for the 

first time in the region

Publishing the State of 
Biodiversity of Kuwait

Publishing the 
National Red List of 
Mammals for Jordan

Review and update of the PAs 
network in Palestine (Endorsed by 

the Prime Ministry) 

Review and update of the PAs 
network in Iraq

Review and update of the 
PAs network with the 
integration of Climate 

Change (Jordan - ongoing)

Identification of PA 
management categories (7 

PAs including KSRNR)



SPECI AL ACHI EVEMENTS

Management Plans (11 PAs)
METT Assessment (4 PAs) Guidelines and Publications 



Resources on Biodiversity  and Climate Change

https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/species_and_climate_change_issues_brief-2019-12.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2014-030.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-020-En.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/forests_and_climate_change_issues_brief_2021.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2021-042-En.pdf


شكرا ً

Thank you

☺

Natalia Boulad
Protected Areas, and Biodiversity Programme Manager

IUCN Regional Office for West Asia
Natalia.boulad@iucn.org 
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