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Meeting ODbjectives

» Discuss the importance of prioritizing biodiversity conservation in climate action and
finance
» Establish threeworking groups on selected three regional biodiversity priorities:
= Nature-based solutions for climateresilience

|
= Renewable energy and Biodiversity

» Reach agreement on coordination mechanisms and follow-up plan for such multi-
stakeholder knowledge network that addresses common solutions to biodiversity challenges

» Facilitate the mobilization of finance for biodiversity conservation and restoration projects
by supporting the development of bankable projects by thethreeworking groups.




Technical Notes

Outline of Technical Notes

» Introduction (rational for choosing the thematic
area as a biodiversity hot topic)

» Linkage to the 2030 Agenda and MEAs
» Current Status in the region

» Major Challenges (trade-offs, costs, lessons
learned...)

» Opportunities for Action (Offering ideas for
developing projects

Technical notes available on the meeting’s webpage, link:

https://mww. unescwa.org/events/multi-stakeholder-
platform-protecting-biodiversity
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Meeting Agenda — 12 July

Session 1:
Climate Action through Biodiversity Conservationin the Arab Region

» Currentregional priorities related to biodiversity

» Available opportunities for implementing biodiversity
conservationunder a changing climate

» Regional updates on Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework and other relevant MEAs.

» Successful examples from the region on integrated and
iInclusive approaches to biodiversity conservation and
enhanced resilience

Session Duration: 1 hour (9:30-10:30)




Meeting Agenda — 12 July

Session 2:
Enhancing Biodiversity Conservation and Climate Resilience with NBS

» Potential and challenges of NBS in the Arab region

> Main enablers and accelerators for a successful
Implementation of NBS

» Success stories fromthe region highlighting the key
role of regional cooperation, partnerships, and
networks in fostering NBS for biodiversity
conservation and enhanced resilience.

Session Duration: 1 hour 30 min (11:00 - 12:30)
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Session 3:
Preserving Biodiversity and Combating Land Degradation in Agricultural
Ecosystems

» Priority solutions and actions to reduce land degradation
and biodiversity loss in arid agricultural ecosystems.

d

i 7 » Case studies fromthe region on implementing biodiversity
conservation activities to enhance the resilience and
adaptation of agricultural ecosystems and food systems

» Impact of conflicts on land and biodiversity and the
applicable post-conflict restoration scenarios

Session Duration: 1 hour 30 min (12:30 - 14:00)
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Session 4.
Balancing Synergies and Trade-Offs between Renewable Energy and
Biodiversity Conservation

» Trade-offs between RE and biodiversity conservation

» Circularity prospects for RE waste management in the
region

™\ 3> Best practices fromthe regionwill be shared, such as the
protection of migratory birds’ trajectories in windmill farms

» Optimizing the benefits of RE while mitigating potential
risks on biodiversity for resilience.

Session Duration: 1 hour 30 min (15:00 - 16:30)
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Session 5:
Opportunities for Financing Biodiversity and Framing of Working
Groups

» Financing biodiversity: opportunities and
Insights

» Access to funds opportunities for Arab region
» Example of implemented NBS projects

» Working Groups: Objectives, Themes and
Scope

Session Duration: 30 min (16:30- 17:00)
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Session 6:
Access to Finance for Biodiversity Conservation Projects

» Concept of bankable biodiversity projects

» Available financial mechanisms that support biodiversity
conservationand climate action in the region

» Bestways and strategies to make a project financially viable
and attractive to investors.

» Case studies and success stories of bankable biodiversi
projects will also be shared.

Session Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (9:15 - 10:45)
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Session 7:

Breakout Sessions: Working Group Discussions

\

NBS for Climate Resilience — Main

Hall Conference Room

Renewable Energy and Biodiversity -
Committee Room 1

~—)

Session Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes (11:15— 13:30)

» Defineterms of reference, guidelines and timeline

» Outline the roles and responsibilities of working group
members

» ldentify key challenges and opportunities in thematic areas

» Discuss potential project ideas (relevance, impact, feasibility,
and scalability)
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Session 7 Breakout Sessions: Working Group Discussions

Facilitators: Working Group on Nature-based Solutions for Climate Resilience
Room: Main Conference Hall (B1)

Link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYveOvhgD8vHdELpHan7DdszHI1 kv2Racj9D
(Same as plenary session link)

e Mr. Tarek Sadek, ESCWA — Facilitator
e Ms. Dima Kharbotli, ESCWA — Rapporteur

Working Group on Land Degradation in Arid Agricultural Ecosystems
Room: Committee Room I (B1)
Link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/t wkduCvqjkuGNFkreZsur W7qSyAhELjsCX

e Ms. Reem Nejdawi, ESCWA — Facilitator
e Ms. Sara Daniel. ESCWA — Rapporteur

Working Group on Renewable Energy and Biodiversity
Room: Committee Room II (B1)
Link:_https.//zoom.us/meeting/register/tJOvdumtgD8iG9VnuwaUBS5gcpzk _Icr36tEh

¢ Ms. Radia Sedaoui, ESCWA — Facilitator
Mr. Omar Kaaki, ESCWA — Rapporteur
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Session 8:
Feedback from Working Groups

» Reporting back on the outcomes of the working group discussions

Session Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes (14:30— 16:00)

Closing Session

» Next steps and closing remarks

Session Duration: 30 minutes (16:00-16:30)
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Thank you
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